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Adam Nagoumey Talks Politics, Plight of Papers 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Chief national political reporter for The New York Times Adam Nagoumey shared his journey to the top with students, fac¬ 
ulty and community members last Wednesday. 






ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Last night about 28 WRBC members 
surprised the Chase Hall Committee by 
showing up to their weekly meeting 
with the intention pf running Doug Ray 
’10 for President of CHC. CHC board 
members put a stop to their plans by 
informing them that a candidate for 
president must have been involved in 
at least three CHC events, according to 
the club’s constitution. Ray, who has 
attended some CHC meetings, came up 
short, having only helped out with Girl 
Talk and one other event. 
Initial dialogue between the two 
groups was heated. WRBC wanted to 
show CHC that the lingering conflict 
over control of the College’s big con¬ 
certs was not over, WRBC. Concert Di¬ 
rector Grif Peterson ’09 said after the 
meeting. “We came here only looking 
for fresh ideas.” 
CHC Co-President Tim Gay '09 told 
WRBC, “the way you are going about 
this stuff is wrong” and Assistant Dean 
of Students Keith Tannenbaum, who 
serves as an advisor to CHC, accused 
WRBC of creating a “hostile environ¬ 
ment.” 
Commenting after the meeting, 
WRBC President Nelson Harris TO said, 
“They accused us [of creating a hostile 
environment] before we even said any¬ 
thing,” said Peterson. 
"It’s not Keith’s place to do that,” he 
said of Dean of Student Activities Keith 
Tannenbaum efforts to protect CHC. 
CHC Co-President Sam Hewett ’09 
pointed out that being an active member 
of CHC involves a lot more than simply 
attending weekly meetings. Citing the 
work that went into last weekend’s Dis¬ 
patch concert, he said that CHC mem¬ 
bers make a commitment to help set up 
See AFTER TURF WAR, page 6 
CONOR HURLEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Adam Nagoumey, the chief nation¬ 
al political reporter for The New York 
Times, told students about President 
Obama’s ascension to commander-in- 
chief and the rapidly evolving future of 
the newspaper and journalism field. 
Nagoumey highlighted how 2008 
was a transformative election year. Two 
years ago he would never have predict¬ 
ed Barack Obama could have made the 
necessary improvements as a candidate 
to reach the White House, Nagoumey 
said. 
Obama’s campaign and the energy it 
inspired across the country allowed for 
his meteoric rise from an Illinois state 
senator to president in just four years, 
according to Nagoumey. 
After speaking briefly about what 
he witnessed on the campaign trail with 
then Senator Obama and his subse¬ 
quent transition and initial few months 
in the Oval Office, Nagoumey opened 
the floor to questions. 
The majority of questions asked per¬ 
tained to the fate of newspapers in an 
increasingly online-based media market. 
Nagoumey said that he expected the 
Internet to reach a point where readers 
must pay for content. 
If Google required all users to pay 
a $400 annual fee, would you pay 
it, asked Nagoumey, who said that 
Google is so integral in his daily life 
he would absolutely pay the fee to 
continue using Google. 
Nagoumey first began covering 
presidential campaigns for USA Today 
in 1992 but was hired away by The New 
York Times to cover the 1996 campaign 
of Senator Bob Dole. He has continued 
to cover politics for The Times through 
the 2000, 2004 and 2008 presidential 
campaigns. 
Before Adam spoke, Sam Nagour- 
ney - the Editor-in-Chief of The Bates 
Student and Adam’s brother - intro¬ 
duced Adam, describing how as Adam 
rose through the political journalism 
ranks, he became more reserved in 
sharing his political views with the 
rest of their family. 
Nagoumey’s speech was sponsored 
by the Bates College Lecture Series and 
was covered by Maine Public Broad¬ 
casting’s Speaking in Maine Series. 
Nagoumey spoke to various cam¬ 
pus organizations throughout the day 
including the Bates Democrats and a 
faculty dinner. 
Editor's Note: Due to his relationship to 
Adam Nagoumey, Editor-in-Chief Sam 





New Test Has 
Minimal Impact 
on SAT Scores 
and Number of 
Non-Submitting 
First-Years 
Similar GPA and 
Graduation Rates for 





The SAT score range for incoming 
first-years has remained almost perfect¬ 
ly constant prior to and after the imple¬ 
mentation of the new SAT. 
Prior to the new SAT, the 75th per¬ 
centile of first-year verbal scores hov¬ 
ered between 700 and 710 from 1999 to 
2005. The same percentile of first-year 
verbal scores dropped to 700 the year 
the College Board instituted the change, 
only to rise to 720 for this year’s enter¬ 
ing class. 
In the math section, the 75th per¬ 
centile of first-year scores remained 
steady, ranging from 700-720 from 1999 
to 2005. Math scores slipped to 700 the 
year of the new SAT but rebounded to 
710 for this year’s first-years. 
The new SAT has apparently had no 
impact on the number of incoming first- 
years who did not submit SAT scores. 
SAT non-submitters represented 
less than 20 percent of the total enter¬ 
ing class when the SAT I was first made 
optional in 1984. In the past 20 years, it 
has risen to 50 percent, peaking at 55.10 
percent for the 1999-2000 entering class 
See SAT, page 7 
Seniors Receive Grant for 
Sustainable Community Project 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Seniors Jake Nudel and Sam Nagour- 
ney are the recipients of one of the 100 
Projects for Peace grants funded by phi¬ 
lanthropist Kathryn Wasserman Davis. 
Their project involves building an 
agricultural center at a school in Tanza¬ 
nia that will serve as a source of income 
and food for the community. In keep¬ 
ing with Davis’ mission to fund grass¬ 
roots projects, Nudel and Nagoumey 
are confident their project will succeed 
because local people conceived it. 
Nudel compared the inefficacy of 
foreign aid projects that simply dump 
money into impoverished communities 
to injecting a needle into a random part 
of the body. In contrast, Nudel and Na- 
gourney’s $10,000 grant will help the 
community build the farm that commu¬ 
nity members planned themselves. 
“The challenge is to put together a 
project that won’t cause conflict within 
the community,” Nudel said. Not only 
was the project devised by locals, but 
it is embedded in the local tradition. 
Wealthy villagers used to lend their cat- 
de, the traditional symbol of wealth, to 
other villagers to help them start their 
own farms. 
Minjeni, a women’s group trust for 
whom Nudel did field work this past 
summer, and teachers at a school in 
Tanzania are sponsoring the project. 
Nudel and Nagoumey will live in 
Tanzania this summer and into next 
fall, working with the villagers to build 
the farm. By paying local laborers and 
buying local materials to build shelters 
for the animals, the farm should have a 
local economic impact beyond simply 
selling its agricultural products. 
Davis created the Davis Projects for 
Peace initiative in 2007 when she com¬ 
mitted $1 million to funding projects 
See GRANT, page 6 
The Implications of A Ban on Bottled Water 
Michael Petrick ’09 examines the repercussions on Maine's 
economy. • Page 3 
Life After Bates: Two ’07 Grads Found Non-Profit 
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“Drunk Thesis” Honors Two Senior Hallmarks 
JUDSON PECK/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Work hard, play hard: Jason Brander ’09, left, and Grif Peterson ’09 intend to capture the extreme lifestyle of seniors in their 
upcoming documentary “Drunk Thesis.” The film, which will premiere during short term, features interviews with seniors as 
they attempt to explain their theses while intoxicated. 
CONOR HURLEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Senior thesis is typically a very so¬ 
ber, thoughtful and diligent task mark¬ 
ing the culmination of four years of aca¬ 
demic rigor and research; seniors Grif 
Peterson and Jason Brander seek to flip 
this conception on it’s head. 
The pair has spent the past four 
months compiling over 160 interviews 
with seniors talking about their theses. 
These potentially august and erudite 
discussions simply aren’t. 
Instead, Peterson and Brander 
seek out seniors. not in the library or 
Pettengill, but at parties on drinking 
nights. After about 10:30 or 11 p.m. they 
regularly pull out a camera and begin 
asking people to tell them about their 
thesis. 
All this is for a two-hour documen¬ 
tary called “Drunk Thesis” that seeks to 
portray the dichotomy of academia and 
inebriation in the lives of seniors. 
“Drunk thesis is an integration of 
seniors at Bates College,” said Peterson, 
himself drunk at the time. “When you 
say you’re a senior at Bates College there 
are two things which you can assume. 
One, you are writing a thesis. Two, you 
get drunk. Jason and I are working to 
capitalize on the culmination of those 
two inevitable facts.” 
Starting in December, Brander 
and Peterson have filmed nearly every 
weekend night and mid-week drinking 
night to capture seniors on film slurring 
the title of their thesis. 
The idea draws some inspiration 
from the popular “Drunk History” series 
on YouTube, where several bit part ac¬ 
tors describe a famous historical event 
and other famous actors, including Jack 
Black and Michael Cera, come in and 
act out the drunken retelling. 
While reluctant to reveal the details 
of their documentary before they pre¬ 
miere the film for seniors at the Benja¬ 
min Mays Center on May 22, they did 
share a few examples. The premiere 
will continue the theme of “Drunk The¬ 
sis” with multiple kegs planned for the 
event. 
One senior spoke about her thesis 
at an off-campus party topless. Another 
rode a plastic sled down a flight of stairs 
screaming “drunk thesis.” 
“I learned how to cut a pie in the 
most equitable way if you have seven 
people,” said Peterson of the “Drunk 
Thesis” interviews. 
See DRUNK THESIS, page 6 




The Right Side 
New Club Publication 
Proves Embarrassing to 
Political Writing 




I almost didn’t 
write this article. I 
was worried that the 
newly founded Bates 
Republican publication, The Right 
Side, was a ploy to tempt aggra¬ 
vated liberal students to attack. Of 
course, the last thing I wanted to do 
was feed a fire that need not be fed. 
And I wasn’t about to give in to the 
bait. Nevertheless, it dawned on me 
that The Right Side demonstrates one 
of America’s most critical problems: 
people are rigidly divided because 
they refuse to responsibly and seri¬ 
ously discuss matters of importance. 
That being said, I want to start 
off by saying that I was in full sup¬ 
port of this Republican publication 
before its debut. As this semester’s 
managing editor of the Forum sec¬ 
tion, one of my goals has been to 
encourage a conservative voice in 
The Student. I am fully aware of 
the tendency for small liberal arts 
schools to favor the liberal perspec¬ 
tive. For this reason, I enthusiasti¬ 
cally supported Brendan O’Brien 
’ll, staff writer for the Forum sec¬ 
tion and active member of the Bates 
College Republicans, when he told 
me of this soon-to-be publication. 
Having read the first issue of 
The Right Side, I am let down by 
the Bates College Republicans. I was 
promised a legitimate host of con¬ 
servative viewpoints but was pre¬ 
sented something quite different: 
antagonism and slander. And in the 
very first issue no less. 
Ironically, the “Dear Readers” 
prologue, standing out before a 
dark grey background, wishes read¬ 
ers “a break from the Liberal pro¬ 
paganda...” and a turn to a factual, 
opinion-based conservative change 
of pace. However, the Bates College 
Republicans chose to name their 
conservative publication “The Right 
Side.” The Oxford American Diction¬ 
ary defines “propaganda” as “deroga¬ 
tory information, esp. of a biased or 
misleading nature, used to promote 
or publicize a particular political 
cause or point of view.” If naming 
a Republican publication “The Right 
Side” is not propaganda, we need a 
new definition for the word. 
The title and greeting are two im¬ 
portant, generalizing aspects of any 
publication. What does this title and 
ironic prologue accomplish? If any¬ 
thing, I can think of numerous people 
who are disgusted by this pretentious 
use of journalism. It surely doesn’t 
take a rocket scientist to foresee the 
anger this would fuel in many liber¬ 
als and even conservatives alike. Are 
these fighting words? 
Thanks you, Editor-in-Chief Alix 
Melamed ’10, for your enlightening 
words. But no thanks. Bates students 
are mature enough to talk reason¬ 
ably. This muckraking scheme won’t 
work anymore in this day and age. 
The Right Side is packed with 
nonsense. For example, on its back¬ 
side, there is a section called “You 
May Be a Republican If....” A few of 
the indicators include, “You aren’t 
morally opposed to shopping at 
Wal-Mart,” “Abraham Lincoln is one 
of your favorite Presidents” and 
“You believe that everyone should 
have the opportunity to achieve the 
American Dream on their own.” I’m 
going to take these one at a time: 
I may be a Republican if I’m not 
morally opposed to shopping at 
Wal-Mart? First, what does this say 
about Republicans? Worker exploi¬ 
tation doesn’t bother them? Even if 
See RIGHT SIDE DISGRACES, page 4 
Subscription to the Bates Student: 
$2B for a semester 
$S0 for a year 
Checks can be mailed to: 
The Bates Student 
332 Bates College 
Lewiston, ME 04240 
Wf)e pate£ ^tubent 
The Newspaper of Bates College Since 1873 
Editor-in-Chief: Allie Goldstein 
Editor-in-Chief: Sam Nagourney 
Forum 
Managing Editor: Andrew Wilcox 
Assistant Editor: Blaise Lucey 
News 
Managing Editor: Conor Hurley 
Assistant Editor: Simone Pathe 
Assistant Editor: Gardiner Nardini 
Assistant Editor: Daniela 
Reichelstein 
Arts and Living 
Managing Editor: Jessie Sawyer 
Assistant Editor: Sarah Dunn 
Assistant Editor: Elizabeth Rowley 
Sports 
Managing Editor: Mac King 
Assistant Editor: Katie Bash 
Assistant Editor: Harry Poole 
Assistant Editor: Ali Blanksteen 
Photo 
Managing Editor: Judson Peck 
Assistant Editor: Lincoln Benedict 
Assistant Editor: Louisa Demmitt 
Assistant Editor: I-hwei Warner 
Layout 
Layout Editor: Emma Weisser 
Layout Editor: Jane Salpeter 
Layout Editor: Zoe Rosenthal 
The Student is published weekly by the 
students of Bates College when college 
is in session. The Student reserves the 
right not to print any article and to edit 
for clarity and length. 
Staff editorials represent the majority 
of, but not necessarily all, the views of 
the editorial board. Views expressed 
in letters to the editor, columns and 
features in the Forum section are 
the opinions of the writers and may 
or may not reflect the opinions of 
the staff. Letters to the editor must 
be received by 6 p.m. on Sunday 
for Tuesday’s publication. Letters 
should be under 500 words. Please 
email them to the Managing Forum 
Editor at awilcox@bates.edu. 
staff: (207) 795-7494 
Business: (207) 795-7499 
Fax: (207) 786-6035 
332 Bates College 
Lewiston, ME 04240 
www.batesstudent.com 
Copies of The Student are available 
at locations around campus. 
Subscriptions may be purchased for 
$20 for one semester and $30 for 
the year. 
Business Manager: Julie Carter 
Webmaster: Daniel Tausanovitch 
Letter to the Editor: 
Rebuttal to Allegations Brought Against 
the Budget Committee and Treasurer: 
Dear Editor, 
As former members of the Budget 
Committee, we commend Editor-in- 
Chief Allie Goldstein for her indepen¬ 
dent initiative in bringing last semes¬ 
ter’s budget meeting controversy back 
to life. What happened at the budget 
allocation meeting is a testament to 
the divisive nature of politics and 
nothing more. 
The purpose of this editorial is 
twofold. The first purpose is to sys¬ 
tematically respond to the allegations 
brought against the Budget Commit¬ 
tee and the former BCSG Treasurer 
Arsalan Suhail. Second, we mean to 
point out particular instances which 
were conveniently taken out of con¬ 
text and grossly misrepresented in 
last week’s letter to the editor titled 
“BCSG’S Rebuttal to ‘What Really Hap¬ 
pened with Last Semester’s Budget.’” 
Why didn’t the treasurer show up 
at the RA meetings? 
The letter to the editor claimed 
that there was a lack of fundamen¬ 
tal communication between the RA 
and the Budget Committee because 
the treasurer did not show up at the 
weekly RA meetings. 
The treasurer and the Budget 
Committee essentially have two im¬ 
portant functions yearround. One of 
these functions is to allocate an initial 
budget and to assign co-sponsorship 
funds. Hence, the treasurer’s main job 
is to present the initial budget alloca¬ 
tion with justification. Another func¬ 
tion is to keep the RA updated on the 
later allocations of the co-sponsorship 
fund. Unless the Budget Committee 
is changing or modifying the budget 
process, the presence of the treasurer 
or any other member of the Budget 
Committee at the RA meeting is redun¬ 
dant. Thus, the claim that there was a 
fundamental lack of communication 
is baseless. All the treasurers preced¬ 
ing Arsalan Suhail never showed up at 
the RA meetings other than during the 
budget allocation process, co-spon- 
sorship updates and during amend¬ 
ments. This begs the question: why is 
Arsalan Suhail’s case any different? 
Why was the budget process six 
weeks late? 
The letter to the editor implied 
that the treasurer and the Budget 
Committee were inefficient in delay¬ 
ing the budget process. 
However, the esteemed authors 
of that particularly scathing and oh- 
so-very-objective critique failed to 
mention that the budget process was 
delayed because the treasurer was 
negotiating with the college, adminis¬ 
tration for additional funds for all the 
clubs and organizations on campus. 
He was eventually successful, and for 
the first time in four years, a five per¬ 
cent increase in funding, which had 
previously been guaranteed to the 
Student Activities Fund every year, 
was eventually carried out. 
What really happened at the “con¬ 
troversial meeting”? 
It was wrongly alleged that the 
treasurer was unwilling to discuss 
the budget process. The day before 
the RA meeting was to be held, the 
_See POLITICAL CLUBS, page 2 
Too Many International Organizations Focus 
on Volunteer Satisfaction over Effectiveness 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
In our parents’ gen¬ 
eration, thousands of 
draft dodgers fled to 
Canada to avoid con¬ 
scription into the Vietnam War. Our 
generation of young people is witness 
and participant to another (legal) kind of 
exodus: we’re unemployment dodgers. 
Although moving back home at 22 
is not quite as terrifying as going to war, 
the thought of waking up unemployed 
in their childhood bedroom is enough 
incentive to send many recent college 
grads packing - to Japan, to Turkey, to 
Nicaragua and pretty much every other 
country in the world. 
The trend was building long before 
the economy hit the fan, but now that it 
has, going abroad after college to teach 
English or volunteer is an even more 
attractive option for recent grads. Some 
are looking at going abroad as their first 
choice, while others use it as a fallback 
for if (and when) they can’t find a good 
job in the U.S. 
In many ways, the few years after 
college are the perfect time to board a 
plane on a one-way ticket. People in their 
early twenties usually have few concrete 
ties (such as steady jobs, spouses or chil¬ 
dren) and therefore have an incredible 
amount of freedom. Wait too much lon¬ 
ger and “life” tends to get in the way of 
your ability to get up and leave. 
The benefits of going abroad after 
college are numerous and compelling. 
Unlike programs like Teach for America 
and City Year, which are drawing more 
and more applicants themselves, a year 
of teaching or service abroad includes 
the added advantages of international 
travel, cultural exchange and improv¬ 
ing language skills. Also, far from being 
considered a stalling period, teaching 
English or volunteering abroad for a 
year or two after college is seen as an 
asset to employers who value indepen¬ 
dence, motivation and adaptability. 
Not to mention that a lot of coun¬ 
tries now pay top dollar to recruit na¬ 
tive-speaking English teachers. English 
is currently the most popular second 
language in the world, according to 
www.teachenglishworldwide.com, and 
with English increasingly used as the 
language of the Internet and of inter¬ 
national business, it’s a necessity for 
many globalized professions. Due to 
this demand, English teachers in Asia 
can not only get by but sometimes save 
between $500 and $1000 a month. 
However, even when positions are 
unsalaried, organizations that seek to 
send recent college grads abroad often 
advertise the benefits of their programs 
to the teacher or volunteer. For instance, 
while they begin with “the chance to 
make a real difference in other people’s 
lives,” Peace Corps also mentions student 
loan deferments and graduate school op¬ 
portunities as reasons to become a Corps 
member. LanguageCorps calls their Eng¬ 
lish teaching programs “overseas adven¬ 
tures,” enticing potential teachers with 
the question: “Want to broaden your ho¬ 
rizons, achieve personal goals and build 
your resume with a life-changing inter¬ 
national experience?” Among the most 
offensive solicitation I’ve seen is GeoVi- 
sions Conversations Corps’ advertisement 
for their home stay match-up program 
which reads, “Put in a couple of hours 
each day literally talking. The rest of your 
time is spent traveling and experiencing 
the culture of your host country in depth” 
- as if the home stay wasn’t part of “expe¬ 
riencing the culture.” 
Of course, there is a huge range of 
volunteer and teaching programs that 
send Americans abroad, and many of 
them genuinely do “make a difference,” 
as cliche as that may sound. However, 
there is something deeply disturbing 
about how so many organizations - al¬ 
beit to different degrees - emphasize 
the benefits of their programs to the 
teacher or volunteer and deemphasize 
the supposed benefits to the host com¬ 
munity. Graduates thinking of going 
abroad after college should be aware of 
this distinction, lest their intention to do 
good deteriorates into doing harm. 
In a Jan. 2008 NY Times Op-Ed, 
former Peace Corps country director in 
Cameroon Robert L. Strauss harshly crit¬ 
icized the Peace Corps for “shiptping] 
out well-meaning young people pos¬ 
sessing litde more than good intentions 
and a college diploma.” Strauss argued 
that the Peace Corps focuses on the 
number of volunteers rather than the 
quality of their work and noted that the 
Corps systematically polls volunteers, 
but not members of host communities, 
to evaluate their programs. 
Not to single out Peace Corps, this 
“polling” phenomenon is apparent across 
the board. Every volunteer or teach¬ 
ing website I looked at featured ecstatic 
quotes from past teachers and volunteers. 
Almost never was there commentary from 
the people those teachers and volunteers 
supposedly helped. This indicates some¬ 
thing obvious but significant about the 
marketing strategies of these organiza¬ 
tions: the “customer” is the American vol¬ 
unteer, not the non-American recipient of 
their volunteer work. 
This consumer-based model of in¬ 
ternational teaching and volunteering 
lends itself to the effective exportation 
of thousands of young people with du¬ 
bious qualifications. All too often, status 
as an American in the third world is the 
fastest ticket to “expertise” in anything 
and everything. Strauss mentions the 
ridiculousness of having Peace Corps 
volunteers enrolled in the agriculture 
program in Cameroon “whose only ex¬ 
perience was puttering around in their 
mom and dad’s backyard during high 
school.” Many English-teaching gigs 
require TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speakers of Second or Other Languag¬ 
es) certification, which should include 
100-120 hours of classroom time as well 
as observation, but the other end of the 
spectrum accepts simply speaking Eng¬ 
lish as enough qualification to teach it. 
The consequences of under-quali¬ 
fied young Americans accepting teach¬ 
ing or volunteer positions abroad range 
from wonderful to disastrous. Since 
there is essentially no regulation to fix 
or stop programs that don’t work, disas¬ 
trous programs continue unimpeded. ^ 
While the consumer-based model 
for international volunteering isn’t likely 
to change any time soon, there is much 
we can do as consumers to improve our 
chances of doing more good than harm: 
For starters, we should read be¬ 
tween the lines of organizations’ recruit¬ 
ment campaigns. The more down-to- 
Earth and distanced from the incredible 
volunteer experience, the better. One 
quote I found from the former execu¬ 
tive director of WorldTeach has the 
right sentiment: “Our volunteers have 
the possibility of understanding how to 
be useful, of discovering what is and 
isn’t possible to do as persons from 
developed countries interface with per¬ 
sons from the developing world.” Orga¬ 
nizations that engage in “voluntourism” 
- i.e. tourism with a token, heart-warm¬ 
ing interaction with school children - 
or make you pay a lot of money to par¬ 
ticipate in their programs are probably 
not the right choice for grads serious 
about teaching or volunteering. 
We should always participate in 
programs built on the aspirations, in¬ 
put and participation of the host com¬ 
munity. Projects that impose American 
conceptions of development on a com¬ 
munity are often met with resentment, 
and, however well-intentioned, they of¬ 
ten fall into the disastrous category. 
We should participate in sustainable 
projects. There is no point in planting a 
community garden, for instance, if there 
will be no one to take care of it once 
you leave the site. Sustainable projects 
are long-term and necessarily include 
the investment and participation of the 
host community. 
We should stay for longer rather 
than shorter periods of time. As a gen¬ 
eral rule, the longer you teach or volun¬ 
teer, the more meaningful and effective 
your work will be. Teaching positions 
especially should last at least as long as 
the usual school term in the host coun¬ 
try so as not to abandon students that 
come to rely on you. 
Lastly, and probably most importantly, 
we should consider our personal skills 
and how they might be put to good use. A 
liberal arts degree and an American pass¬ 
port shouldn’t serve as the default quali¬ 
fications to fill any position you please 
abroad. Organizations which require ex¬ 
tensive applications are probably the most 
legitimate, since they actually screen po¬ 
tential English teachers and volunteers and 
match successful applicants according to 
experience and expertise. 
Another (perhaps less appealing) 
option is to wait. Peace Corps recent¬ 
ly began an initiative to recruit older 
Corps members, initially aiming for 
15 percent of their volunteers to be 
over 50. Other than during and right 
after college, the next best time to go 
abroad for an extended period is dur¬ 
ing retirement, and, in terms of turning 
our good intentions into useful work, 
nothing beats life experience. 
However, for Batesies who are not 
willing to wait three decades to escape 
this economic mess, a little more scru¬ 
tiny of English-teaching and volunteer 
programs might help grads to make 
sure they’re being as useful as they can 
be - and doing r^> harm. )t 
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The Impact of 
A Bottled Water Ban 
MICHAEL PETRICK 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Like so many of my peers, I nor¬ 
mally browse through the pages of The 
Student every week and casually com¬ 
ment on what I find interesting and 
what I take issue with. However, after 
seeing not one but three unmitigated 
fluff pieces over the last two weeks 
about the “overwhelming support” for 
banning bottled water at Bates, I feel 
compelled to respond. For the purpos¬ 
es of this article, consider me outside 
the “overwhelming majority” which has 
supposedly made up its mind that bot¬ 
tled water is an environmental evil. 
The proponents of the bottled water 
ban have worked tirelessly to demonize 
bottled water. They hang empty water 
bottles around campus, yet fail to men¬ 
tion that water bottles are just a small 
portion of plastic liquid containers that 
should be recycled every day and often 
are not. 
They also ignore the environmen¬ 
tally friendly aspects of the bottled 
water companies versus the makers of 
other drinks. They praise the merits of 
tap water as being the public’s water, 
the unfettered, free alternative that ev¬ 
eryone has access to, while failing to 
mention that most governments tax the 
public to use tap water, as well as con¬ 
tract the purification or chemical inser¬ 
tion process out to private companies. 
Despite its vocal presence, “Take 
Back the Tap,” has chosen not to en¬ 
gage in a conversation on the environ¬ 
mental and ecological damage caused 
by the construction of vast public reser¬ 
voirs, which are often required for tap 
water. There are stories of thousands of 
Latino and indigenous farmers in places 
like Owens Valley, Calif, whose entire 
communities were destroyed in order to 
build massive aqueducts to provide tap 
water to the Los Angeles valley. 
Perhaps somebody in the “Take 
Back the Tap” initiative would feel the 
need to discuss one or more of these 
issues, as they are no doubt relevant to 
the overall debate. However, those is¬ 
sues are not my primary concern with 
the “Take Back the Tap” movement at 
Bates. 
My concern instead rests in the 
impact banning bottled water would 
have on our friends and neighbors right 
here in the Lewiston/Auburn area and 
throughout the great state of Maine. 
Have we forgotten how difficult 
it is these days for others in the com¬ 
munity surrounding Bates to find a job 
and support a family? After all, it was 
the basis of the debate surrounding this 
past election. Maine currently has an in¬ 
credibly high unemployment rate, hav¬ 
ing lost nearly 9,000 jobs in the last two 
months alone. Many of these jobs have 
come from the manufacturing sector, 
particularly in many of the paper mills 
in northern Maine, which are closing 
due to a combination of high energy 
prices, a bad economy and a shrinking 
market for paper products. 
After manufacturing jobs, one of the 
few significant industries left in Maine is 
the bottled water business. Thousands 
of hard working Mainers are currently 
employed by water companies. Those 
workers depend on their jobs for their 
livelihood. 
Rather than focusing on the en¬ 
vironmental risks of bottled water, let 
us look at the local economic risks in¬ 
volved with banning bottled water on 
campus. The best way to do this would 
be to profile two local companies that 
represent both large and small distribu- 
See TAKE BACK THE TAP, page 5 
Take Back the Tap Gets A 
Little More Nuanced 
BRING BACK THE TAP 
BATES CHAPTER 
When we launched Take Back 
the Tap, we had the idea that bottled 
water is bad and that Bates should 
ban it. We still think that bottled wa¬ 
ter is bad - that it is a bellwether 
of a hyper-materialistic and indi¬ 
vidualistic consumer culture and 
that Bates should wean itself from 
it. But through the process of this 
campaign we have also come to ap¬ 
preciate the nuances that inevitably 
permeate the subject. 
We painted bottled water with a 
broad brush, particularly as a practice 
that is environmentally destructive 
and unsustainable in its production 
and transportation. This is generally 
true of the bottled water industry. It 
relies on plastic, an unsustainable 
product on which we need to stop re¬ 
lying. It is often transported thousands 
of miles to reach the consumer, using 
fossil fuels. The vast majority of the 
bottles end up in landfills and many 
bottled water companies extract their 
water from the earth in an unsustain¬ 
able manner. The bottled water indus¬ 
try at large is a nightmare, but Bates 
purchases bottled water from just one 
company - Summit Spring. 
Summit Spring is located in Harri¬ 
son, ME, an hour from Bates. Its water 
source is a natural, gravity-fed spring 
that bubbles out of the ground. Sum¬ 
mit Spring also uses less plastic for 
their bottles than most other compa¬ 
nies. Summit Spring is about as en¬ 
vironmentally responsible as bottled 
water companies can be. The compa¬ 
ny even somehow got itself MOFGA 
certified. We were vaguely aware of 
the difference between Summit Spring 
and other bottled water companies 
when we launched our campaign, but 
now that we are more aware of Sum¬ 
mit Spring’s sustainable water-harvest¬ 
ing practices, we couldn’t proceed 
with a clear conscience without first 
clearing the air. Summit Spring does 
not invade communities and suck out 
their groundwater. 
Summit Spring is indeed an unusu¬ 
ally environmentally responsible bottled 
water company. But it is still just that - a 
bottled water company. It still churns out 
tons of plastic. It still fuels the hyper-in¬ 
dividualistic way of life that eats away at 
the social fabric binding us together. And 
it sells us something that people world¬ 
wide struggle to obtain and die from a 
lack of. But we can get water essentially 
for free straight from our tap. 
Take Back the Tap took off like 
we never anticipated it would, which 
is good. At first, we heard overwhelm¬ 
ingly positive feedback, which was also 
good. As time passed and we stuck 
around, the feedback diversified, which 
is still good. We have no way of break¬ 
ing down what portion of the student 
body does or does not support bottled 
tyater, but it is apparent that while a lot 
of people were excited by the prospect 
of banning bottled water, another con¬ 
tingency on campus opposes any ef¬ 
forts to even reduce our consumption. 
One argument in opposition to 
banning bottled water at Bates is 
that eliminating bottled water would 
still allow other, less healthy bever¬ 
ages, like soda, to be sold in bottles 
and continue to cause environmen¬ 
tal damage. We agree that this is an 
issue, but we can only take on so 
much. We are incapable of changing 
peoples’ consumption habits and 
Bates barely distributes bottled soda. 
Bates does distribute much bottled 
water, though. So, bottled watqr is 
an area where we can catalyze real 
change. Furthermore, soda does not 
flow freely from the tap. 
The loudest and most irate ar¬ 
gument against Take Back the Tap, 
though, has been the issue of job 
losses and the effect on the local 
economy. We don’t know what share 
of Summit Spring’s business Bates 
comprises, but this argument rests 
upon the theory that losing Bates’ 
business would devastate Summit 
Spring and result in the loss of jobs 
at that company, hurting the local 
economy. This is certainly a valid 
concern, especially considering our 
current economic climate and the 
general economy of Maine, but it is 
also a deeply flawed argument. 
Supporting an unsustainable in¬ 
dustry just because it employs people 
is a short-sighted concern. Should we 
support the oil industry because it 
employs people? Must we ensure that 
people keep commiting crimes so 
prison guards will have jobs? When 
one business or industry declines, 
another emerges. In the case of bot¬ 
tled water, those resources should be 
devoted to increasing employment in 
our municipal water systems to guar¬ 
antee the best quality tap water our 
society can provide. And it should 
provide water for everyone - not just 
people or institutions like Bates that 
can afford to opt out of the municipal 
system and buy bottled water. 
Sure, you could charge us with being 
elitist - that this is all easy for me to say 
because it’s not my livelihood at risk - but 
we’re just considering things from a long¬ 
term perspective, which must be done. 
We must change the nature of the water 
industry. That is undeniable. This is what 
Obama is doing with his green jobs initia¬ 
tive: creating jobs where they make sense 
and are sustainable. He is not mindlessly 
supporting unsustainable industries for 
the sake of supporting them. 
Although we still maintain our 
original stance - that bottled water 
should be banned at Bates - the 
subject is more nuanced than we 
initially made it out to be. We didn’t 
entirely understand that nuance and 
we still don’t. But we have succeed¬ 
ed in engaging the campus in a live¬ 
ly dialogue - something that doesn’t 
t,vinyj)£en_^nou^h_Jierejial_Bates^_>-^_£. 
Political Clubs “Blackmailed” 
RA to Secure Additional Funds 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
Budget Committee sent out an Excel 
spreadsheet with the budget alloca¬ 
tions and an itemized list of budget 
cuts made for each and every club. 
Moreover, at the beginning of the 
meeting, Suhail explained the budget 
allocations and discussed the bud¬ 
get cuts. For two hours, he answered 
questions thrown at him by mem¬ 
bers of the RA and stood his ground. 
Hence, the treasurer did, in fact, dis¬ 
cuss the budget process. 
Additionally, we believe that it 
is unreasonable to demand the trea¬ 
surer go through approximately 100 
budgets line-by-line in the RA meet¬ 
ing. It is unrealistic, extremely time- 
consuming and, simply put, has never 
been done before by any other trea¬ 
surer in the past. It was understood 
that if any of the clubs had any griev¬ 
ances with their budget allocations, 
they could either go to the Grievance 
Committee or make their case dur¬ 
ing the co-sponsorship round of the 
budget process, which is accessible 
year-round. 
What’s the deal with the Co-Spon¬ 
sorship Fund? 
Historically, treasurers have left 
about $15,000-120,000 in the Co- 
Sponsorship Fund for clubs to access 
throughout the course of the year. 
However, last year, the former treasur¬ 
er decided to increase the amount and 
availability of co-sponsorship funds to 
assist clubs with a greater need for 
additional funds. This strategic move 
was decided in response to the inflat¬ 
ed budget requests and overspend¬ 
ing done during the previous year by 
clubs. Hence, more budget cuts and 
penalizations were made during the 
budget allocation process last year, 
but nevertheless, funds still remained 
for any club to request through the 
Co-Sponsorship Fund. 
Why did political clubs receive 
less money? 
The letter to the editor claims that 
the RA did not receive a satisfactory 
answer on why political clubs got less 
money and certain clubs got more, 
specifically Mushahada. The political 
clubs received less money because 
the Budget Committee (not the trea¬ 
surer), upon reviewing their budgets, 
reached a consensus on figures that 
seemed to be more than enough to 
cover their necessary expenses. 
A spreadsheet was sent out to the 
clubs and the RA justifying the budget 
cuts. That should have sufficed for 
the explanation on why political par¬ 
ties got less money. However, a huge 
chunk of money was still kept aside 
for the Co-Sponsorship Fund. Hence, 
if the political clubs thought that they 
deserved more, then they could have 
easily made a case for that while ap¬ 
plying for additional funds through the 
Co-Sponsorship Fund. Their question 
on why specifically Arsalan Suhail’s 
club received more is irrelevant and 
prejudiced. Sadly, the authors of the 
letter to the editor never cared to read 
the Budget Committee Constitution. If 
they did, they would have known that 
a Budget Committee member, includ¬ 
ing the treasurer, does not get to vote 
if his/her club is presenting. Hence, 
the question of favoritism does not 
even arise. The Budget Committee, 
excluding Suhail, unanimously decid¬ 
ed on Mushahada’s budget after much 
deliberation. Hence, the former Trea¬ 
surer Arsalan Suhail had nothing to do 
with Mushahada’s budget allocation. 
What really happened when the 
treasurer and Budget Committee 
left the meeting? 
The letter to the editor claimed 
that the RA deemed the treasurer il¬ 
legitimate when he and the Budget 
Committee walked out of the meeting. 
The act-of-rebel was entirely put out 
of context and framed wrongly. All the 
other clubs were satisfied with their 
budgets except the political clubs. 
When it came down to voting to pass 
the budget, the majority of the RA 
members actually voted for the bud¬ 
get, but the budget wasn’t approved 
because of lack of quorum. The po¬ 
litical clubs’ members, a few being RA 
members, held the key votes to estab¬ 
lish quorum. Daniel Gimbel acted as a 
spokesman for the political clubs and 
agreed to cast in the necessary votes 
if they were promised blank checks 
from the Co-Sponsorship Fund even 
without a proposal. The authors of 
the letter claimed that it was a reason¬ 
able request. The demand definitely 
does not seem like a request but rath¬ 
er reeks of political blackmailing. Such 
a proposition was unfair to the other 
clubs and organizations that weren’t 
present at the meeting to demand 
their blank checks. Since we were not 
willing to entertain unfair demands, 
we walked out after three hours of 
squabble. In the end, the RA stripped 
the Budget Committee’s authority over 
the co-sponsorship funds so that they 
could issue the blank checks as re¬ 
quested by the political parties. 
Isn’t it all a bit hypocritical? 
Paul Suitter, former President of 
the BCSG, and Matej Kenda, the ex¬ 
parliamentarian, actually conceded - 
in an officer’s meeting with the former 
treasurer in the presence of other offi¬ 
cers of the BCSG - that the RA unfair¬ 
ly appropriated the Co-Sponsorship 
Fund from the Budget Committee and 
that the issuance of blank checks to 
the political clubs was unscrupulous. 
As a result, Paul Suitter and Matej 
Kenda presented a resolution to the 
RA to return the Co-Sponsorship Fund 
back to the Budget Committee. Kimal 
McCarthy ’09, the last chair of the 
Committee on Committees, attests ter 
the truth of the contents of this closed 
door officers’ meeting. Does it not 
now seem somewhat hypocritical that 
Suitter and Kenda allow their name 
to be used alongside the authors of 
last week’s creative letter to the editor 
to Ms. Goldstein’s personal opinion? 
Doesn’t the term “reasonable request,” 
coined by Gimbel et al., serve as an 
apt euphemism for the perhaps, more 
politically correct term, “downright 
blackmailing”? 
We hope this op-ed piece suffices 
to clear up the wrong allegations and 
the misrepresented events. We had 
the opportunity to work with the for¬ 
mer treasurer and have nothing but 
respect for his diligence, honesty and 
sincerity in the budget process. We are 
confident that this view is commonly 
shared by the majority of other clubs 
and organizational leaders, excluding, 
of course, the political clubs and their 
affiliations. We urge the authors of 
last week’s letter to the editor to avoid 
letting the divisive nature of politics, 
characterized by mud slinging and fu¬ 
tile bickering, dominate the educated 
discussion fostered by The Student on 
its opinion page. After all, taking a leaf 
out of the Bates Democrat’s own play- 
book, let’s strive towards a change we 
can all believe in. 
Shalini Sharan 
Sartaj Ahmed Khan Mojlish 
Former Budget Committee Members 
Constitutional Violations 
Liberal Statists Undermine 
the American Rule of Law 
BRENDAN O BRIEN 
STAFF WRITER 
Over the next several years, 
we will see that the United States 
is headed even further away from 
the rule of law that once made this 
country strong and prosperous. The 
primary cause of this journey can 
be one of two things: either we do 
not care about the Constitution, or 
we and our chosen politicians know 
nothing more of the Constitution 
than allows paying lip service to it. 
Advocates of programs that de¬ 
part from the U.S. Constitution are 
statists. The term “statist” is most ac¬ 
curate simply because this group of 
people often advocates further col¬ 
lectivization of federal power and 
federal regulation of the economy 
and lives of the people. 
Statists often do not fall along 
party lines, although they are vir¬ 
tually absent at either end of the 
American political spectrum. While 
the rule of law does protect against 
anarchy as well as statism, no pres¬ 
ent threat exists from the Anarchy 
Party of America. The statists, how¬ 
ever, present a real danger. 
Many different and increasingly 
popular government programs, poli¬ 
cies and laws would require a broad¬ 
er expansion of Federal power. The 
list includes positions such as the 
right to health care, certain environ¬ 
mental regulations, gun control and 
essentially any program and policy 
not explicitly within the power of the 
federal government (given in Articles 
I though VI of the Constitution). 
These programs provide the fuel that 
sustains the ascendancy of statism. 
Often and understandably, public 
discussion focuses on specific rea¬ 
sons why such programs would not 
logically work or would make the 
situation worse. Too often forgotten 
is the one crucial part of any argu- 
ment against such activism in the 
federal government. Simply put, the 
argument is that the rule of law has 
been established to protect against 
such statist ideas that violate consti¬ 
tutional law. 
Therefore, arguments in favor 
of such programs are allowed to 
proceed without reference to the 
bounds of the rule of law that the 
political system provides. The stat¬ 
ist arguments make no reference to 
such rules. Statists must simply have 
not read the document. Alternative¬ 
ly, perhaps they see no need for the 
rule of law. If so, those individuals 
should be directed toward coun¬ 
tries like Germany, where statist ad¬ 
vocates of the greater good slowly 
crippled well-established rules of 
law. Statists’ expediency, unfettered 
by laws, became the order of the day 
and the result was loss of liberty and 
totalitarian nightmares. 
The proponents of statist policies 
lose sight of one important aspect of 
policy debate. We live in the United 
States of America and are limited to the 
supreme law of the Constitution until 
a two-thirds majority in Congress de¬ 
termines otherwise. Such ideas are un¬ 
constitutional for a good reason. There 
is no reason to think that simply be¬ 
cause your idea is modern that it may 
abandon Constitutional law for the 
greater good. The Constitution makes 
no exceptions for particular policies 
that are new and sound good. Its foun¬ 
dational concepts - individualism and 
liberty - are timelessly relevant. 
Universal health care has a seem¬ 
ingly good purpose but robs us of 
our freedom. Also, the problem of 
high prices is completely invented 
by the government. Currently, the 
government mandates what has 
to be in a health insurance policy, 
thereby driving the premiums up 
to, by many estimates, twice what 
it would be if insurance companies 
could just sell health insurance poli¬ 
cies that people actual want. 
The statist proposition is that the 
government creates national health 
insurance to solve the problem they 
originally created. As a result, we 
lose our freedom to decide what 
health care we receive. A govern¬ 
ment bureaucrat will now decide 
which insurance everyone will get. 
This is exactly why our Constitution 
prohibits such a program. 
The simple fact remains that statist 
programs are not relevant to the ongo¬ 
ing American experiment in self-gover¬ 
nance because they are contrary to the 
fundamental framework of our country. 
To those who want free healthcare, im¬ 
migrate to Canada; if you want to live in 
a “gun free” society, London is the city 
of your dreams. The rule of law that is 
founded on individualism and second 
amendment rights to self-defense has 
kept our country the strongest and freest 
nation since its founding, despite activism 
in the federal government in all branches. 
National healthcare and a disarmed citi¬ 
zenry are antithetical to this system. 
The statists - the greatest threat 
to the American rule of law - hide 
under the banner of equality and 
justice. They are the liberal and so¬ 
cial Democrats who do not see be¬ 
yond the ideological ends of the in¬ 
dividual programs they support. 
It is not necessary to take a poli¬ 
tics class in constitutional law to 
know the laws of this country. Sim¬ 
ply pick up a copy of the Constitu¬ 
tion and read it. When you do, you 
will realize where we have strayed 
from the rule of law. Over the course 
of the next year, compare congres¬ 
sional legislation with your knowl¬ 
edge of the Constitution and try to 
determine why such deviations from 
constitutional law will violate your 
personal freedom. Whether it is 
through the loss of state sovereignty 
or the violation of your economic 
freedom, you will continue to see 
your freedom slip away. , 
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Right Side 
Disgraces 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
this is true, I see no reason to rub it 
in everyone else’s face. 
I may be a Republican if Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln is one of my favorite 
presidents? Well, I also might be a 
Democrat or any other version of 
a human and still consider Lincoln 
one of my favorite presidents. And 
secondly, just because Lincoln was 
a Republican doesn’t mean he was 
conservative. A quick lesson in his¬ 
tory would show that in the mid- 
19th century the Republican Party 
was the liberal party. 
1 may be a Republican if I be¬ 
lieve that everyone should have the 
opportunity to achieve the American 
Dream on his or her own? For me, 
this is the most problematic indica¬ 
tor. To make this claim is to discredit 
the hard work and just cause of so 
many non-Republicans. This only 
deepens the divide. 
Matt Cocciardi ’ll wrote an article 
to fill the backside of the first issue. His 
article is actually titled “The Real Rea¬ 
son Why Conservatives Want Obama 
to Fail.” I hope this article doesn’t be¬ 
come a theme for The Right Side. How 
can you possibly contend that Repub¬ 
licans believe in the American Dream 
when you wish failure upon the one 
person who is responsible for help¬ 
ing Americans progress? If Obama fails 
and the country consequently falls into 
a rut deeper than it is now, I hope I 
won’t find a smile on Cocciardi’s face. 
But this attitude has been preva¬ 
lent throughout politics. As far as I 
can remember as a politically-minded 
young adult, the “liberals,” “conserva¬ 
tives,” “moderates” and all others have 
been at constant odds with each other. 
I remember watching Obama’s first ad¬ 
dress to Congress. It was interesting to 
watch all the liberals stand and clap 
at one of Obama’s comments, while 
the conservatives remained seated and 
vice versa. I’ll never forget, though, 
those few times when Obama spoke 
and the entire congressional hall stood 
and clapped passionately. It was those 
times - when he spoke of a brighter 
future for children, a way out of this 
recession and into a fresh era - that 
I realized something crucial: we all 
share common goals. Sure, our tac¬ 
tics for achieving these ends may not 
agree, and progress often comes from 
argument. However, it is certain that 
no American truly wants America to 
fail. Those who do should pack their 
bags. 
I anticipate that some will re¬ 
spond to this article with, “Well, it 
wasn’t supposed to be taken so seri¬ 
ously. Have a sense of humor, An¬ 
drew.” Really, this would make the 
problem even worse. The Right Side 
has the potential to make meaningful 
changes in the relationship between 
liberals and conservatives at Bates. It 
is not that there exists a bad relation¬ 
ship between the liberals and con¬ 
servatives, it is only that there seems 
to be none at all, and this should 
change. Whether serious or not, “The 
Right Side” has made no helpful ad¬ 
vances in this relationship so far. 
Frankly, I would be upset to find 
out that The Right Side was an en¬ 
tirely serious publication. Its first 
issue lacks any sort of seriousness 
that demands respect. But I would 
be just as upset to find out that the 
Bates College Republicans take their 
cause with a grain of salt. The Right 
Side had the potential to be a re¬ 
spected publication, but a tasteless 
first issue has put quite a dent in its 
credibility from here on out. I can’t 
imagine anyone respecting what this 
publication has to say at all anymore. 
I’d be surprised to find too many Re¬ 
publicans who are proud of this. 
I looked forward to the up-and- 
coming Republican publication. I 
couldn’t wait to read what has been 
going on in the minds of Bates con¬ 
servatives whose opinions have yet 
to take center stage. Unfortunately, 
the first issue is simply a breeding 
ground for battle. Is this the goal? 
Your fists are up, Bates College Re¬ 
publicans, but no one here is look¬ 
ing to fight. 
Share Your Opinion! 
Anyone can write for the Forum section. If you have 
a reaction or opinion you would like printed, please 
e-mail it to awilcox@bates.edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays. 
Distaste: 
How a Successful 
Year for WRBC Was 
Ruined by Dis-Charge 
BILL PRINS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Like many of my peers, I have 
been disappointed by CHC’s failure 
to bring a “big act” to Bates. When a 
well-funded student organization fails, 
public outcry is acceptable, if not ex¬ 
pected. CHC should face scrutiny from 
the public and be forced to become a 
more efficient organization. 
Over the last few weeks, I have 
followed WRBC’s campaign to take 
CHC’s “big band” funding. While I 
do not agree with WRBC’s logic (we 
don’t give Club A Club B’s functions 
because Club A has had an excep¬ 
tionally successful year), I do sup¬ 
port the organization’s right to criti¬ 
cize the CHC’s failings. 
WRBC has proven to be an ex¬ 
tremely efficient organization this 
year, turning a $20,000-plus budget 
into several successful and well-at¬ 
tended events. I would argue WRBC 
has created a model of efficiency to 
be emulated by other Bates organi¬ 
zations. If any student organization 
is in position to judge the efficien¬ 
cies of another, WRBC meets the 
criteria. However, Saturday night’s 
“Dis-Charge” event has severely tar¬ 
nished WRBC’s impressive record, 
by directly violating the Bates Col¬ 
lege mission statement’s promise of 
commitment to “an open and sup¬ 
portive residential environment.” 
WRBC delivered a cowardly 
slfcker punch to CHC, and by ex- l' 
tension, the Bates community at 
large. How can WRBC accuse CHC 
of wasteful spending when WRBC 
is actively working to diminish at¬ 
tendance to CHC sponsored events? 
To add insult to injury, WRBC made 
no effort to disguise its malice. Sat¬ 
urday’s “Dis-Charge” clearly mocked 
CHC’s bringing Braddigan and Pete 
Francis (two members of the band 
Dispatch). 
WRBC’s “counter-offering” was also 
strategically held on the same date and 
time as the CHC concert. WRBC also set 
up a Facebook page to record an esti¬ 
mated attendance for the event intend¬ 
ed to serve as evidence of its “superior¬ 
ity” to the CHC. This is not the behavior 
of a well-run organization deserving 
increased recognition in student club 
budget allocations. In my opinion, it is 
the antithesis of everything the campus 
community strives to represent. 
The Bates that I have come to 
know during my four years does not 
tolerate such behavior. We are a com¬ 
munity of individuals who support 
one another through thick and thin. 
If CHC has fallen into a streak of in¬ 
efficiency, ambitious students, such 
as those who have worked hard to 
give WRBC a successful year, should 
be there to support and rebuild one 
of the college’s most important or¬ 
ganizations. I fear for a Bates that 
strays from this path and falls into 
the divisiveness displayed by WRBC 
this weekend. Bates College always 
displays its true best through unity!1 
Survive March With Community Service, Activism 
AFROZ BAIG 
STAFF WRITER 
March is arguably 
the most painful month 
at Bates. It is the only 
month during which 
class is in session the entire month. It is 
the last leg of the second semester, so 
the workload rapidly increases. Conse¬ 
quently, Bates is not the most enjoyable 
place to be in March. One solution is 
to find a cause that you’re passionate 
about and donate your time. 
This past week, the Bates Chris¬ 
tian Fellowship sponsored a Com¬ 
mons fast. All the money from Bates 
students not eating dinner was do¬ 
nated to helping an organization 
called Lovel46, which combats child 
sex slavery. As a participant of this 
fast, I thought about little steps that 
every individual can take to help 
larger organizations such as Lovel46 
that do commendable work. 
I have written many articles about 
how my one true desire in life is to 
be a child of the ’60s. During that era 
it seemed as if every problem could 
be taken up as a cause, and no one 
was labeled as an “idealist” for trying. 
Unfortunately, the growing sentiment 
today is nothing of the sort. Although 
individuals have an array of opinions, 
acting on these opinions is not a top 
priority. The mindset has more or less 
become, “If I don’t do something, 
someone else will so why try?” 
I find this mindset very problem¬ 
atic because it robs us of our indi¬ 
vidual responsibility to stand up and 
do something for the greater good. 
Earlier this week, I read a story on 
CNN.com about a school bus driv¬ 
er from New York who distributes 
meals to the hungry every night. His 
personal effort to help feed the hun¬ 
gry has resulted in the establishment 
of a non-profit called An Angel in 
Queens. Funding the project comes 
solely from the wallet of Jorge Mu¬ 
noz, who estimates that he spends 
around $450 from his weekly $700 
paycheck to purchase food. He is 
also tapping into family savings be¬ 
cause the demand has increased in 
the last few months. 
What Mr. Munoz is doing is com¬ 
mendable, but individuals don’t have 
to alter their lives to give back to 
their communities. I had a conversa¬ 
tion about the “Bates Take Back the 
Tap” campaign with a friend recent¬ 
ly. Our main disagreement was over 
the fact that this friend didn’t under¬ 
stand how Bates as a campus would 
function without bottled water and 
didn’t see the point in supporting 
the campaign if it could never be 
accomplished. If we can learn any¬ 
thing from our counterparts in the 
’50s and ’60s, it must be that radical 
changes to institutions do not take 
place overnight. If a cause is worthy, 
it should be fought for. 
In some ways, I feel as though 
our generation has lost its ability to 
work for things we believe in against 
all odds. Although we are shown ex¬ 
traordinary examples of individuals 
stepping up to make change, it is of¬ 
ten not enough to sway us to take ac¬ 
tion. Last year, two of my classmates 
and I started a group called “Women 
in Black at Bates” for a class proj¬ 
ect. It is an international network 
of women which opposes war and 
advocates for peace through silent 
vigils. Engaging in these vigils has 
been one of the most empowering 
experiences of my life. 
I am always surprised at the criti¬ 
cism of others who don’t understand 
holding a vigil to oppose war and 
violence when the goal may well 
never be achieved. However, even if 
I didn’t stand at the vigils, I would 
still believe in peace and be an ad¬ 
vocate for peace. By participating 
in the vigils, I can demonstrate my 
stance on the matter with an unified 
group of like-minded individuals. 
In living the “college life,” many 
Bates students fail to put their money 
where their mouths are. It is simply 
not enough to think, to have opin¬ 
ions, if you don’t have the strength 
to fight for them. When college life 
and its predictable nature get to be 
too much, sometimes the only ref¬ 
uge we may find is to throw our¬ 
selves back into the real world - at 
least for a few hours a week. 
Facebook Has Become Both 




Let’s pretend it’s 
a Saturday night at 
Bates and, theoreti¬ 
cally, you’re drinking. 
Then pretend that you wake up the 
next morning with only a somewhat 
coherent memory of the night be¬ 
fore. You do detective work and find 
out exactly what you did or said and 
(hopefully) learn some lesson per¬ 
taining to your drinking limits. The 
night was bad, you’re embarrassed, 
but you move on with your life. 
Unfortunately, Facebook makes 
this kind of thing completely impos¬ 
sible. If you were in the presence of 
anyone armed with a camera, you 
might see pictures from the night 
before. Then, all of your “friends” 
can see you pouring a drink on your 
head or passed out on a couch with 
marker on your face. Everything you 
did in your drunken glory is record¬ 
ed for the benefit of your viewers, 
your audience. 
Facebook has made us feel an ur¬ 
gency to stay informed about things 
no one should really care about. 
People’s pictures are near the top 
of this list. This is well and good if 
you’re trying to show everyone your 
trip to Italy, but do you really want 
everyone to see you lean onto a wall 
in the Village with vomit on your 
shirt? 
We convince ourselves that these 
pictures are protected, that they are 
in a private sphere that can only be 
seen by an audience of our choice, 
but this is a reckless assumption. 
The person who took the picture put 
that picture in an album. All of their 
friends can see it, too. 
You can “untag” yourself to pro¬ 
tect your public image, but the pic¬ 
ture remains in the friend’s album. If 
it’s especially incriminating, maybe 
you can tell your friend to delete it 
and, supposing your friend is a real 
friend, the picture will be deleted. 
But where does the picture go? When 
someone deletes a Facebook account 
and inevitably comes crawling back to it, 
all the pictures are still there. All of his or 
her friends reappear and all the informa¬ 
tion is resurrected. This means that there 
is a hidden server where all of the data 
is stored. All of the data. 
So what happens when you de¬ 
lete a picture from Facebook? Noth¬ 
ing. It goes invisible. Or, as the Face- 
book terms of use say, “If you choose 
to remove your User Content... you 
acknowledge that the Company may 
retain archived copies of your User 
Content.” Read these sometime. They 
are terrifying. Not only does Facebook 
keep everything we’ve ever posted 
on our accounts, they have the right 
to “copy” or “publicly display this in¬ 
formation for any purpose, commer¬ 
cial, advertising, or otherwise.” 
The picture of you walking down 
the Alumni Walk with no pants is 
traceable forever. We use Facebook 
to keep up with the present, but we 
are unwittingly documenting our 
lives. Our wall posts, our messages, 
our relationship statuses, these are 
all stored. Everything we have ever 
put on Facebook remains there. 
Facebook has this information. 
What will they do with it? Have you 
noticed the advertisements as you 
scroll around on different profiles? 
These advertisements are directly 
targeted at the information displayed 
in your interests. 
Companies are using Facebook 
as the newest platform for controlled 
marketing. This is fine, of course. As 
consumers, this panders to our in¬ 
terests as well as theirs. I don’t get 
advertisements for make-up, I get 
advertisements for bass lessons and 
video games. How exciting. 
I actually changed my year of 
birth from 1988 to 1959 and, since 
my status is single, I receive adver¬ 
tisements for dating websites for 
“Over 40s.” This is incredible. Try it. 
Change your interests, change your 
gender, change anything and the ad¬ 
vertisements will adapt. 
Take this farther and it gets less 
pleasant. Facebook can use our in¬ 
formation for “any purpose.” They 
have a perfectly chronological data¬ 
base of every single user. The more 
you use Facebook, the more Face- 
book knows about you. Other users 
don’t know who you look at all the 
time, but Facebook does. 
Think again about our drunken 
pictures. What if companies looking 
to hire new employees ask Facebook 
for a complete record of your user ac¬ 
count? Every single picture, message, 
wall post, interest and note becomes 
their property. Facebook could even 
offer these companies messages and 
wall posts that aren’t from your user 
account but from friends’, enemies’ or 
ex-girlfriend/boyfriends’ accounts that 
have your name in them. And when 
this kind of thing starts happening, 
what makes us think we would know 
about it? The government, insurance 
companies - they could all benefit 
from this information harvesting. 
Facebook is not our private sphere 
or our hip, young place. It is actually 
the most public sphere that has ever 
been created. Don’t bother taking 
your pictures down, your mistakes 
are already permanently recorded. 
My advice? Start posting pictures of 
you doing community service, going 
to church and diligently studying in 
P-gill. They’re watching. 
Religious Leaders Miss the Point 
ROMINA ISTRATII 
STAFF WRITER 
Religion has al¬ 
ways been an impor¬ 
tant aspect of my life. 
I was born a Chris¬ 
tian, I lived like a Christian and I have 
learned to respect everything connect¬ 
ed to Christianity and any other reli¬ 
gion on Earth. However, these days, I 
am frankly disgusted with everything 
that comes from religious “representa¬ 
tives.” These days, I strongly believe 
that church people have detoured 
from the path that Jesus built. They 
don’t see the point anymore and de¬ 
stroy more than they create. 
An example of this is the Pope’s 
assertion that using condoms in Af¬ 
rica, where HIV/AIDS is prevalent, is 
not the solution to the problem. 
This assertion came as a result of 
the Pope’s recent trip to Yaounde, 
Cameroon’s capital. The visit was his 
first pilgrimage to Africa as Pope. In 
his four years as pope, Benedict had 
never directly addressed condom 
use, although his position is not new. 
His predecessor, Pope John Paul II, 
often said that sexual abstinence, 
not condoms, was the best way to 
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS. 
The Pope told reporters aboard 
the plane heading to Yaounde that 
“you can’t resolve AIDS with the dis¬ 
tribution of condoms.” According to 
BBC, the pontiff, who preaches mari¬ 
tal fidelity and abstinence, said the 
practice only enhanced the problem. 
He pointed towards “spiritual 
awakening” and “friendship for those 
who suffer” as the ingredients of the 
perfect solution. 
Roman Catholic representatives 
preach that condoms are “increasing 
the problem,” and that sexual absti¬ 
nence is the only substantial solu¬ 
tion. Interesting. 
I cannot argue with the Pope’s 
statement that distribution of con¬ 
doms will not resolve the problem. 
It is true that condoms alone won’t 
stop the spread of HIV/AIDS. 
Campaigns to reduce the number 
of sexual partners, safer-sex practic¬ 
es and other programs will also be 
needed to bring the disease to heel. 
The assertion, however, that 
condoms are in fact increasing the 
problem is unreasonable. There is* 
no evidence that condom use is ag¬ 
gravating the epidemic, and there is, 
on the other hand, considerable evi¬ 
dence that condoms are helpful in 
many circumstances. 
According to a NY Times edito¬ 
rial, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention cites “comprehen¬ 
sive and conclusive” evidence that 
latex condoms, when used consis¬ 
tently and correctly, are “highly ef¬ 
fective” in preventing heterosexual 
transmission of the virus that causes 
AIDS. The most recent meta-analysis 
of the best studies, published by the 
respected Cochrane Collaboration, 
concluded that condoms can reduce 
the transmission of the AIDS virus 
by 80 percent. 
The Pope cannot distort scien¬ 
tific findings about the value of con¬ 
doms. He cannot say that condoms 
aggravate the problem. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, though, his opinion is respected 
and taken into consideration. There 
is a lot at stake. 
According to Sandro Magister, 
a veteran Italian Vatican journalist, 
Africa is the continent “where the 
See HIV/Albs IN AFRICA, page fe 
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church appears more vital, appears 
in a phase of expansion.” By 2025, 
one-sixth of the world’s Catholics, 
or about 230 million people, are 
expected to be African. The world’s 
largest seminary is in Nigeria, which 
borders Cameroon and, over all, Af¬ 
rica produces a large percentage of 
the world’s priests. 
Many African people who listen 
to Benedict’s opinion will respect 
and implement it. They will be af¬ 
fected by his belief that “condoms 
might even increase the problem” 
and might develop a bias against 
condoms and this method of protec¬ 
tion. Well done, Benedict. 
It should be obvious, then, why 
I disapprove of how religious rep¬ 
resentatives do their jobs lately. In¬ 
stead of caring for their flock’s well¬ 
being, they seem to care more for 
establishing their own moral theo- 
‘ries. They seem to have mistaken the 
real purpose of religion. 
What Jesus expected from all his stu¬ 
dents was eagerness to help everybody 
in every way possible. Readings of the 
New Testament make it apparent that 
Jesus was a practical mind. He didn’t 
expect everything to be resolved with 
words of love and Christianity. Action 
had to be taken. This, however, is not 
reflected in the Pope’s actions. Benedict 
fails to understand that words of love 
and caring alone will not resolve HIV/ 
AIDS. He fails to see that the church has 
to develop a more active participation 
in the campaign against HIV/AIDS if it 
really wants to diminish the problem. 
Rebecca Hodes of the Treatment 
Action Campaign in South Africa 
seems to agree. Ms. Hodes, the cam¬ 
paign’s director of policy, communi¬ 
cation and research said that, “If the 
pope were serious about preventing 
HIV/AIDS infections, then he would 
focus on promoting wide access to 
condoms and spreading information 
on how best to use them. Instead, his 
opposition to condoms conveys that 
religious dogma is more important 
to him than the lives of Africans.” 
She is probably right. Maybe nowa¬ 
days religious representatives have 
deviated so much from the initial pur¬ 
poses of religion that they care more 
about securing and establishing their 
dogmas than helping those in need. I 
cannot help but feel that, were he to 
see us today, Jesus would be disap¬ 
pointed and disapproving. He tried so 
hard to develop a sense of solidarity 
in the world and prepare his students 
to spread not only love but also sub¬ 
stantial help that he would probably 
be disappointed with the church’s irre¬ 
sponsibility. It is irresponsible to blame 
condoms for making the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic worse, it is irresponsible to 
remain inactive, and it is definitely ir¬ 
responsible to use your immense holy 
authority without using reason. 
Take Back the Tap Campaign Threatens 
Jobs in Lewiston/Aubum and Maine 
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tion and operations: Poland Springs and 
Summit Spring Water. 
Poland Springs is the largest spring 
water bottling company in the country. 
Now owned by Nestle Waters Interna¬ 
tional, Poland Springs was founded in 
nearby Poland, ME. It operates several 
springs in the Lewiston/Aubum Area. In 
total, Poland Springs employs about 800 
people at their plants; that does not in¬ 
clude the thousands who are contracted 
by the company to assist in marketing, 
transportation and distribution of the 
water. In some mral Maine towns, Po¬ 
land Springs is the chief employer, and 
in Lewiston, Poland Springs employees 
can be seen performing philanthropic 
and charitable work at many local com¬ 
munity organizations. Without Poland 
Springs, many of these communities, 
including our own, may be decimated. 
The small distributer is Summit 
Spring Water, Inc.. Bates purchases wa¬ 
ter primarily from this company. There 
is a reason why Bates has chosen Sum¬ 
mit Spring Water as its primary provid¬ 
er. Summit Springs, founded in 1875, 
employs eight full time employees and 
sells $40,000 worth of water to Bates 
College, making our institution one of 
Summit Spring’s top five customers. 
Summit Springs has also taken extraor¬ 
dinary steps to make their process en¬ 
vironmentally sound, as they only take 
300,000 gallons a year from a spring that 
bubbles over 35 million gallons annual¬ 
ly. They are also the only water bottling 
plant that has ever been granted mem¬ 
bership into the Maine Organic Farmers 
and Gardeners Association. Therefore, 
it should come as no surprise that the 
President of Summit Springs has taken 
an interest in this current debate. 
If Bates decided to ban Summit 
Spring water from campus, not only 
would the company lose its access 
to this portion of the market, but the 
jobs of the company’s eight employees 
would be jeopardized. These are eight 
people who will lose their jobs and may 
not be able to support their families or 
follow through with their dreams and 
ambitions due to the overzealousness 
of a few members of our Bates College 
community. 
Environmental activism is an excel¬ 
lent quality for any student to possess. 
The College, as well as the leaders of 
groups such as the Bates Energy Action 
Movement, should be proud of how 
Bates has excelled not only as a leader 
for better energy efficiency but also as 
a formidable force in the national envi¬ 
ronmental movement. 
Why then, when there are so many 
other environmental concerns in our 
community that need to be addressed, 
should we as a campus be attacking the 
heart of this area’s vitality? For better 
or for worse, bottled water is our local 
industry. Given these economic times, 
Bates students should be more cogni¬ 
zant of how people who live right out¬ 
side our ivy-draped walls provide for 
their families. 
We need to support our local econ¬ 
omy, or at least be aware of the con¬ 
sequences for our local community, 
before indiscriminately deciding as a 
campus to oppose one of Maine’s chief 
economic lifelines. If we ignore the 
consequences of our actions, we will 
destroy the well being of those who 
have no say. 
©igitz 
The number of people trampled to death as a crowd rushed into a 
stadium to see the Pope speak. 
1 
The number of robbers who robbed a jewelry store in Wisconsin. 
The number of robbers who robbed a robber as he left a jewelry 
store in Wisconsin. 
176 
The IQ of a six-year-old boy in Loveland, Ohio. He can recite the 
names of American presidents in the order they served in office, 
give you the day of the week at any date in the past two thousand 
years and do many other things we will never be able to do. 
2,000 
The number of times a Las Vegas man was stung by killer bees. 
He survived. Authorities called it “the worst bee attack in Las 
Vegas in twenty years.” source: fark.com 
BATES RATES 
Students campaign 
to Take Back the Tap 
Snow on March 22nd 
Confused students try to 
* drill holes in kegs 
WE HAVE HAD ENOUGH, 
OKAY? 
Straight month of classes . Repayment: May will be 
4' quite the opposite. 
Dispatch v. Dis-charge Two big music events 
in one night. Forget the 
controversy, we lucked 
out! 
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Recession 
Causes Job 
Anxiety in Some, 




As news of the country’s economic 
situation has grown more dire over the 
past year, headlines about the job mar¬ 
ket have predicted difficulties for this 
year’s crop of college graduates. Ac¬ 
cording to the Office of Career Services, 
the situation, at least for Bates grads, is 
not as bad as it may appear. 
Jill Helmkamp, Co-Director of the 
Office of Career Services, said “I think 
there’s a lot of opportunity out there.” 
The OCS staff agreed that most 
of this year’s crop of Bates grads 
have not changed their plans due to 
the economy. 
Bonnie Trundy, the Employer Re¬ 
lations Coordinator of OCS, pointed 
out that “it’s really way too early” to 
know how the senior class has fared, 
but said that she felt students have not 
been panicking. 
Counselor Karen Daigler noted that 
“students’ parents are very aware of the 
economy,” and may be pushing their 
children to apply for more jobs. 
While OCS has not seen a huge in¬ 
crease in the number of applications 
sent out, Trundy said that “students have 
been casting their nets a bit wider.” 
In the financial sector especially, she 
pointed out, “there are less employers,” 
and while there are “still finance jobs 
out there...the competition is much, 
much, steeper.” Many of the larger 
firms that have recruited at Bates in the 
past have been noticeably absent this 
year - however, Trundy said that small¬ 
er companies have replaced them. 
The OCS staff agreed that the ef¬ 
fects of the recession have not yet been 
fully felt. The real fallout, OCS Project 
Administrator Sue Cook observed, “may 
come next year.” 
Trundy added, “I think what we’ll 
see is change down the road.” 
They pointed out many companies 
worked out their budgets and hiring 
plans for the year some time ago, when 
the economy was less turbulent. How¬ 
ever, the “trickle down is starting to 
happen” said Trundy, noting that “some 
fields will fare better than others.” 
Daigler said that education and sci¬ 
entific research in particular may benefit 
from President Obama’s budget plans. 
Megan Loeb ’09 has the same hope. 
“As someone interested in environmen¬ 
tal policy, I hope that the focus on ener¬ 
gy and the environment by the Obama 
Administration will both protect and 
increase green jobs in the public and 
private sectors,” she said. 
Although she does not yet have a 
job lined up, Loeb said that she does 
not believe the state of the economy 
will impact her job search. 
However, not all students share 
her optimism. One senior, who asked 
not to be identified, said that “The bad 
economy has adversely impacted my 
job search because it makes me feel 
like there is little hope that I will find a 
good job for next year.” 
While the student has plans for the 
summer, she does not yet have a “real 
job,” and she commented that in the midst 
of finishing thesis, the job search was a 
source of added stress and anxiety. 
For students such as Janneke Peterson 
’09, who has a job lined up leading boat 
tours to a puffin habitat for the Audubon 
Society in Rockland, Maine, stress can be 
discarded, at least temporarily. 
“I personally do not feel negative¬ 
ly impacted by the scarce jobs in this 
economy since I do have a job lined 
up,” she said. 
She noted, though, that her job 
will only go through Halloween, and 
added “I'm sure I will feel the bad 
economy when I'm looking for a job 
after this one.” 
With the job market shaky, some 
students are considering alternative 
plans. Trundy said that the Peace Corps 
“has been very busy this year nation¬ 
ally,” but said that she didn’t see a no¬ 
ticeable increase in Bates applicants, 
explaining that “Bates is always strong 
with the Peace Corps”. 
She also theorized that the national 
uptick in interest in the organization 
may not stem from the economy, but 
instead renewed interest in giving back 
sparked by President Obama’s election. 
Similarly, grad school applications 
“seem to be pretty typical,’’ said Daigler, 
who advises many medical school ap¬ 
plicants. She pointed out that since the 
decision to apply to grad school is of¬ 
ten made years in advance, this year’s 
v, See GRADUATES, page 8 > 
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Life After Bates: How Club Acorn Came to Be 
Sara Gips '07 reads to children at Club Acorn, the non-profit organization she co-founded with Alison Morris '07 in La Boca, 
Argentina. In addition to tutoring and after-school programs, Club Acorn provides dance, theater, art and English classes for 
60 children in the community. 
SANYA THAPA 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
It has been a year since Bates alum¬ 
ni Alison Morris ’07 and Sara Gips ’07 
co-founded Club Acorn, a non-profit 
organization in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
which offers various educational activi¬ 
ties to children and adults from low- 
income communities. Always highly in¬ 
volved in volunteering, Morris and Gips 
left for Buenos Aires to work for a non¬ 
profit organization called Acorn Argen¬ 
tina after graduating from Bates in 2007. 
It was through this organization that 
they got acquainted with a low-income 
area called La Boca and were inspired 
to start their own non-profit organiza¬ 
tion there. 
When in La Boca, Morris and Gips 
realized that if they could combine an 
education program with the non-profit 
organization they were working for, 
Acotn Argentina, they could truly make 
a difference in the lives of the people 
who lived there. They immediately tried 
to raise funds to establish this organiza¬ 
tion and through donations and part¬ 
nerships with U.S. NGOs, were able to 
raise $800 to start off. 
After that came the real challenge: 
convincing the neighborhood to be a 
part of Club Acorn. Once they found 
a location, Morris and Gips went door 
to door persuading people to come to 
their organization, especially to their 
English classes. Morris says that the 
residents of La Boca were “skeptical 
of foreigners knocking on their doors” 
and did not understand why they were 
there or why they wanted to give them 
English lessons. Rising to the challenge, 
Morris and Gips continued their effort 
to persuade people not just by talk¬ 
ing but through street signs and other 
means until people finally filtered in to 
Club Acorn. The non-profit was official¬ 
ly established in February 2008. 
Club Acorn now works with around 
60 children (mainly between the ages 
of 4 andl6) as an after-school program, 
offering them classes in English, art, 
dance and theater and providing them 
help with their homework. Volunteers 
in Club Acorn come from all over, in¬ 
cluding expats from the United States 
and Europe. In addition, a large number 
of the unpaid volunteers in Club Acorn 
are students from NESCAC colleges 
who are studying abroad. The goal of 
Club Acorn is not just to provide learn¬ 
ing opportunities for the children in La 
Boca but also to bring the community 
together by instilling a sense of unity 
among the children. 
Currently, Club Acorn is funded 
by Acorn International and the Global 
Education Fund. However, Morris and 
Gips, who are no longer in Buenos Ai¬ 
res but are still well connected to Club 
Acorn, believe that they could make an 
even bigger difference through their or¬ 
ganization if they had more monetary 
support. With more funds, they could 
work with more than 60 children, hire 
more staff and provide many other ed¬ 
ucational opportunities, including adult 
literacy programs. 
“To begin something like this and 
to rely on our mastery of a second-lan¬ 
guage has been an extremely rewarding 
challenge” said Morris, who along with 
Gips was a Spanish minor. For more in¬ 
formation visit their blog site: 
http://clubacomargentina.blogspot.com 
Bates Performance Groups Participate in 
Benefit Concert Lewiston Middle School 
JUDS0N PECK, THE BATES STUDENT 
The Crosstones perform a rousing a capella rendition of Michael Jackson's "I Want You Back" at a benefit concert for the 
Lewiston Middle School Civil Rights Team last Thursday night. 
ZOE ROSENTHAL 
STAFF WRITER 
A sea of black T-shirts reading, 
“Right Now! It’s Your Tomorrow!” filled 
the Lewiston Middle School Auditorium 
Thursday evening during “A Celebra¬ 
tion of Freedom!,” an event presented 
by the Lewiston Middle School Civil 
Rights Team. 
The Civil Rights Team, which has 
included active volunteers from Bates 
during the past school year, is part of 
a statewide initiative begun by Assistant 
Attorney General Steve Wessler in the 
early 1990s. After observing an increase 
in hate crimes across Maine, Wessler 
began the Civil Rights Team Project be¬ 
cause he felt that it was important to 
teach Maine’s youth acceptance and tol¬ 
erance beginning at a young age. 
The website of the Maine State At¬ 
torney General’s office describes the 
Project as, “a school-based preventa¬ 
tive program to combat hate violence, 
prejudice, harassment and bias in f|ie 
schools...[where] students, faculty and 
community advisors work together to 
create a safer environment for all stu¬ 
dents and to lower incidence of hate 
language in the school community.” 
With over 90 members, the Lewis¬ 
ton Middle School Civil Rights Team, 
led by teacher Shayna Malyata, is now 
the largest in the state. 
Thursday evening’s “A Celebration 
of Freedom!” was a fundraiser for the 
Civil Rights Team, with performances 
from both the Lewiston Middle School 
community and various Bates perfor¬ 
mance groups. All proceeds from the 
event were to help fund a three-day 
trip to Camp Kieve on Damariscotta 
Lake, an internationally known leader¬ 
ship camp, where 40 members of the 
Civil Rights Team will take part in vari¬ 
ous team-building activities and other 
outdoor programs. The trip is meant 
to both reward the students for all the 
work they did throughout the year, as 
well as to augment their learning and 
discussions from weekly meetings in 
the classroom. 
Bates began their ties with the 
Lewiston Middle School Civil Rights 
Team earlier this year with volunteers 
Brynn Kernan ’09 and Ellie Prowell ’09, 
who became aware of the opportunity 
to become involved in the program 
through the Harward Center. 
Additionally, Izzy Alexander ’09 had 
been volunteering at the middle school 
since her sophomore year at Bates and 
decided to continue her engagement 
in the community through her involve¬ 
ment with the Civil Rights Team. 
Alexander originally began her in¬ 
teraction with Lewiston Middle School 
by becoming a “big sister,” then after 
two years at the school, a guidance 
counselor suggested that she might be 
interested in making a connection with 
the Civil Rights Team. 
Now, she has incorporated her se¬ 
nior psychology service-learning the¬ 
sis into her experiences with the team, 
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After Turf War, 
CHC & WRBC 
Reach Tentative 
Conciliation 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
and attend CHC events. Another CHC 
member, Priya Brandes ’09, pointed out 
that even members who have been a 
part of CHC since freshman year don’t 
necessarily get elected president. 
After Ray admitted having only been 
to several meetings to discuss concert 
possibilities and having only limited 
involvement with CHC events, WRBC 
withdrew their nomination. Peterson 
apologized for wasting CHC’s time, but 
added that if someone from CHC had 
come to a WRBC meeting wanting to 
be involved with the board, they would 
welcome it. 
Discussions on the relationship be¬ 
tween the two clubs reached a signifi¬ 
cant breakthrough when CHC offered 
to create a liaison position to increase 
collaboration. 
WRBC was receptive to the idea 
and Ray responded, “I’ll take it.” Ray 
will serve as the liaison from WRBC to 
CHC and Tahira Khalid TO will serve as 
the liaison from CHC and WRBC. 
After CHC voted on their board 
members for next year, dialogue be¬ 
tween the two groups resumed, but 
this time with a more conciliatory tone. 
Hank Mastain ’09, who had attended 
the meeting as a WRBC member, spoke 
independently of the group in pitching 
a collaborative idea to CHC. 
Along with Rob Friedlander TO and 
Cam Urban ’ll, who was not present at 
the meeting, Mastain has been working 
to set up a community music festival to 
be hosted at Bates during short term. 
The event would include student bands, 
local artists - with a particular focus on 
including Somali and French-Canadian 
culture - and local businesses. 
Mastain suggested that all clubs on 
campus could help fund the event, con¬ 
tributing whatever unused funds they 
have. At the beginning of March, all 
clubs on campus had a total of $200,000 
according to Assistant Dean of Students 
Keith Tannenbaum. 
CHC responded well to Mastain’s 
idea, suggesting that it be held on the 
same weekend as DEAP and Ronjstock 
and embracing the proposal as an olive 
branch between WRBC and CHC. 
After the meeting, CHC Co-Pres¬ 
idents Hewett and Gay said that ini¬ 
tially they were offended by WRBC’s 
attempt to take over the presidency of 
their club, especially after Dis-Charge, 
a concert scheduled to rival CHC's big 
concert of the semester. Tannenbaum 
estimates that about 450 tickets were 
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that college students could implement 
over the summer. Any student or group 
of students studying at colleges and 
universities in the Davis United World 
College Scholars Program is eligible to 
submit a proposal. 
[Editor's Note: Due to his involve¬ 
ment in this article, Editor-in-Chief Sam 
Nagourney did not edit the following 
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Students have warmly received the 
premise of the documentary, according 
to Brander. 
“People really got enthusiastic be¬ 
cause people want to be a part of it if 
there’s going to be more than half the 
senior class,” he said. “People really 
want to get involved. The last couple 
of weekends we’ve been really warmly 
received all around.” 
“For me this is the best class [to do 
drunk thesis about] because it is my class 
I think that it is sufficiently drunk and suf¬ 
ficiently smart that we can really engage 
with people about their thesis,’ said Pe¬ 
terson. “It probably would have worked 
with any class at Bates because you have 
a lot of smart people who like to drink.” 
“The only reason why something 
like this could work is because we’re at 
such a small school. If we were at a big 
school where the senior class is enor¬ 
mous, we would only capture a certain 
portion of the class,” said Brander. “But 
the great thing is that with 550 seniors 
or something like that obviously we 
can’t get all of them but we can still get 
portions of diffeijent groups of kids.” u 
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SAT Non-Submitters and Submitters 
Succeed at Similar Rates 
Housing Lottery Still a Pain, 
But At Least There’s Cotton Candy 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
and remaining constant between 50 and 
51 percent ever since. 
The new SAT added three additional 
sections and new content. In math, the 
College Board added Algebra II to the 
already tested Arithmetic, Algebra I and 
Geometry, while removing quantitative 
comparisons. The verbal section was 
renamed “Critical Reading” and analo¬ 
gies were removed. A Writing Section, 
including an essay section, was also 
added to test grammar skills. 
While it may be too early to com¬ 
pare the two SATs, the similarity in 
scores may affect the discourse regard¬ 
ing Bates’ optional testing system and 
the United States’ heavy reliance on 
standardized tests, particularly in light 
of a 2006 paper examining the nearly 
identical academic performance of Bates 
Students who submit SATs versus those 
who do not, which was presented by 
Vice President for External Affairs Wil¬ 
liam Hiss’s ’66 and Prem Neupane ’05. 
The difference in GPA between SAT 
submitters and non-submitters for the 
entering classes of 1985 to 1999 is .05 of 
a point. The average cumulative GPA 
was 3.11 and 3.06 for submitters and 
non-submitters, respectively. 
The difference in graduation rates 
between submitters and non-submitters 
was within .1 percent for the entering 
classes of 1990 to 1999: 86.6 percent for, 
submitters and 86.7 percent for non¬ 
submitters. 
These numbers may call into ques¬ 
tion the effectiveness of standardized 
testing and represent “stark evidence 
that optional testing can help a col¬ 
lege create the productive citizens that 
America needs,” according to Hiss and 
Neupane’s paper. Indeed, if students 
who do not submit SATs do just as well 
as students who do, the role of the test 
becomes ambiguous. 
The average SAT score of submit¬ 
ters was 160 points higher than that of 
non-submitters for the entering classes 
of 1992-1999- Submitters scored an av¬ 
erage of 90 points higher in verbal and 
70 points in math. Interestingly, non¬ 
submitters appear to outperform their 
submitting peers with the same SAT 
scores, according to the paper. 
Breaking down SAT scores and GPAs 
by concentration, the paper found little 
difference in the distribution of submit¬ 
ters and non-submitters by disciplines 
and majors. SAT submitters are slightly 
more inclined to the natural sciences 
and mathematics, whereas non-submit¬ 
ters lean towards social sciences. 
However, in chemistry, biological 
chemistry and neuroscience, three ma¬ 
jors often considered some of the hard¬ 
est at the College, the percentage of 
submitters and non-submitters is rather 
close. The only majors where SAT sub¬ 
mitters are more heavily weighted is 
math, philosophy and physics. 
But regardless of major breakdown, 
the paper found that “in the large major¬ 
ity of departments, submitters and non¬ 
submitters are within .1 of a GPA point 
of the mean.” 
Examining career fields, it seems 
that students who submit SAT scores 
are involved in scientific and techni¬ 
cal fields at slightly higher rates than 
non-submitters, who embrace the arts, 
broadcasting or education. 
Isolating for specific competitive 
fields such as CEO, which includes 
managing directors, founders and heads 
of corporate divisions, and financial 
analysts/advisors, which include hedge 
fund managers and stockbrokers among 
others, the paper found that submitters 
and non-submitters are practically the 
same with the exception of lawyers, 
physicians and surgeons, careers in 
which non-submitters are quite under¬ 
represented. 
The obvious gap in the number of 
non-submitting lawyers and doctors 
may be attributable to the mandatory 
standardized tests for such professions. 
Seventy percent of Bates alumni get 
at least one graduate degree. The dif¬ 
ference between submitters and non¬ 
submitters is very close for master’s de¬ 
grees, but there are much greater gaps 
for degrees such as MBAs, JDs, MDs and 
PhDs, all of which require testing. 
The College’s decision to make 
score submission optional has also af¬ 
fected its multicultural and international 
student body. The applicant pool has 
nearly doubled from 2200 to 4200 since 
Bates made standardized testing option¬ 
al; first the SAT I in 1984 and then all 
standardized tests in 1990, according to 
the paper. Many of the new applicants 
were international students. 
Data from the 1985-1999 entering 
classes show that 36.6 percent of Asian/ 
Pacific Islander incoming students did 
not submit SAT scores compared with 
44.5 percent of blacks, 48.9 percent of 
Hispanics and 29.9 percent of whites. 
Thirty-five perceqt of women did not 
submit compared with 24.5 percent of 
men. While a greater percentage of 
black and Hispanic students did not 
submit scores, “white students using 
the policy outnumber the students of 
color by about five to one,” according 
to the paper. 
Interestingly, there were higher per¬ 
centages of non-submitters from Maine, 
possibly due to economic and geo¬ 
graphic conditions that make test prep 
inaccessible. Other states with higher 
rates of non-submissions include New 
Hampshire and Vermont. 
Organized by ethnicity or citizen¬ 
ship, there is an 180 point SAT difference 
between submitters and non-submitters, 
which is relatively consistent with the 
160 gap for the overall student body. 
GPA differences for multicultural 
and international student submitters 
and non-submitters are within .2 of a 
GPA point for the entering classes of 
1992-99- Hispanic students who sub¬ 
mitted SAT scores had an average GPA 
of 2.83 compared with 2.62 for non-sub- 
mitters. Asian/Pacific Islander submit¬ 
ters had an average GPA of 3.13 com¬ 
pared with 3.06 for non-submitters. In 
contrast, black students who submitted 
SAT scores had an average GPA of 2.51 
compared with 2.67 for non-submitters. 
It is note-worthy that non-submitting 
black students have a higher GPA even 
if only by .16 of a GPA point. 
The overall graduation rate at Bates 
is 88.8 percent, and the rate for all mul¬ 
ticultural or international students is 
within single digits of the overall rate, 
with black students at 80 percent and 
Hispanic students at 84 percent. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the graduation rates for mul¬ 
ticultural and international submitters 
and non-submitters is within single dig¬ 
its of each other. 
Breaking Down the SAT 
In December 2006, William Hiss ’66 and Prem Neupane ’05 conducted a study of the effects of the optional 
SAT admissions program Bates enacted in 1984 and the student's subsequent academic careers at the 
College. The graphs below highlight some of the study's findings. 
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SAT submitters tend to major more 
frequently in biology, economics and Eng¬ 
lish, while non submitters are more likely 
to major in psychology, political science, 
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Race and First-Year GPA 
Asian/ 
Blacks Hispanics Pacific Isl Others Non-Resident 
Part of the study examined first-year GPA differences by race and whether the student submitted SATs when 
applying. Hiss pointed out that there is a tendency for students of color to have lower GPAs during their first 
year at Bates while they become accustomed to the challenges of higher education, but their GPAs tend to 
climb considerably during the subsequent years. 
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An annual ritual, the housing lot¬ 
tery is the inevitable step students must 
take to progress further into their col¬ 
lege careers. It is a momentous time as 
students realize the year is almost over 
and preparations for another one are 
in order. Rising sophomores find their 
place on campus and face the pros¬ 
pect of no longer being the youngest 
on campus; rising juniors take flight 
on the idea of studying abroad (and 
not being the last ones to pick); ris¬ 
ing seniors have thesis, job-hunting 
and maybe living in The Village or off- 
campus to look forward to. 
Earlier this academic year, the Col¬ 
lege experienced a housing crunch, as 
more accepted students than expected 
decided to come to Bates. This caused 
houses already belonging to the Col¬ 
lege for the purposes of staff and fac¬ 
ulty living to be designated for students. 
Due to Maine State Law, only three un¬ 
related persons are able to live in each 
residence. The Housing and Admissions 
Offices have projected a smaller class 
size for the class of 2013; however, it 
is too early to predict the yield of how 
many accepted students will matricu¬ 
late. Housing has and will continue to 
work hard to accommodate the needs 
of every student living on campus. 
Housing will continue to be tight, 
but no more so than usual. With the 
standard number of students living off- 
campus and going abroad, room de¬ 
mand on campus is more or less the 
same as last year. Housing Coordina¬ 
tor and Residence Life Assistant An¬ 
drew McGeehan said, “There are a fair 
amount of students in summer housing, 
though we did actually have a male sin¬ 
gle still open when lottery ended.” As 
in years past, the Housing Office antici¬ 
pates having enough space on campus 
for all students. 
Although there were rumors among 
first-years that seniors were snagging 
a lot of the available singles, Assistant 
Dean of Students Erin Foster Zsiga, 
said there are “No new trends” in hous¬ 
ing. The Housing Office also said that 
although they have always seen a de¬ 
mand for singles, the fact that many stu¬ 
dents want to live with their friends “is 
refreshing.” Overall, the student body 
seems generally satisfied with their 
housing situation. 
For those who share similar in¬ 
terests or want a guaranteed room in 
a house shared among friends, theme 
houses are a popular choice. Proposals 
for a theme house have to be approved 
by the Housing Office each year. This 
year Housing approved an Irish/Celtic 
culture house, a verse house (of the 
poetry and lyrical persuasion), a Bates 
healthy & local living house, and a liter¬ 
ature house that has been dubbed “the 
Library.” Bates also welcomes an Envi¬ 
ronmental house (Chase House) which 
originally was a student-run theme 
house but is now sponsored jointly by 
the Dean of Students Office and the Of¬ 
fice of Sustainability. 
A pivotal move for Bates’ pursuit of 
sustainable living, the environmental 
house will undergo a pilot year of sus¬ 
tainable living, including double-flush 
toilets and low-level heating, with its 
residents having to sign a pledge prom¬ 
ising to adhere to some guidelines. 
Talks on the future plans for hous¬ 
ing, in terms of new residence halls, 
apartments, and houses, are in prog¬ 
ress; however, no specific details are 
available at this time. 
Although the housing lottery can be 
stressful, Dean Foster Zsiga and her co¬ 
workers in the Housing Office do their 
best to be as accommodating as pos¬ 
sible and even offered cotton-candy, 
decorate-your-own cookies and other 
sugar-satisfying yummies at the lottery 
to make it more fun. 
Middle School Concert Benefits 
Local Civil Rights Education Group 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
studying “conceptions of civil rights as 
they vary between members of the Civil 
Rights Team and non-members,” within 
the school community. While she did 
not have any initial expectations for 
what she would observe during her 
time with the team, Alexander ultimate¬ 
ly found that “Civil Rights Team mem¬ 
bers had a more developed conception 
and more profound understanding,” of 
what civil rights really meant. Although 
it was not meant to be, Alexander felt 
that her thesis lent itself to be, essential¬ 
ly, a performance review of the team, 
showing that their efforts were effective 
in the school community. 
Alexander views the overarching 
goal of the Civil Rights Team to “in¬ 
spire and encourage tolerance and 
acceptance of people of all different 
backgrounds...and to help people see 
through and beyond the differences.” A 
typical weekly Team meeting would be¬ 
gin with a group activity to encourage 
the students to “get thinking.” One ex¬ 
ample that Alexander gave focused on 
physical stereotypes that students may 
have. Each team member was given 
one of two pictures that was folded in 
half, with the top half having either a 
turban or a Santa hat. After brainstorm¬ 
ing the words that they associated with 
each of these images, students then un¬ 
folded their pictures to see that the bot¬ 
tom half of each picture had the exact 
same image of a beard. Ultimately, this 
revealed the way that the very existence 
of “just a hat” could change their per¬ 
ceptions of a person. 
Compared with her own experi¬ 
ence, growing up in the town of Har¬ 
vard, Mass, and attending a high school 
with a student body of about 600 from 
sixth through 12th grade, Alexander 
found the environment in Lewiston 
Middle School to be incomparable to 
what she had known in her own youth. 
It is important to understand that “not 
only are these kids going through all of 
the ordinary adolescent turmoil of mid¬ 
dle school, but they have so much else 
going on between the socioeconomic, 
racial, ethnic, and cultural conflict that 
they deal with on a daily basis,” Alex¬ 
ander said. She felt that her involve¬ 
ment helped her to see the way that 
both Bates, and Lewiston, could really 
benefit from more interaction, having 
the ability to mutually enrich the lives 
of those participating on both ends. 
Therefore, when the idea of “A Cel¬ 
ebration of Freedom!” was first birthed, 
Alexander saw the opportunity to 
bring people from Bates and Lewiston 
together. Contacting many of the on- 
campus performance groups, Alexan¬ 
der knew that the accessibility Bates 
offered could not be ignored for this 
event. Not only would this offer an oc¬ 
casion for the Bates community to be¬ 
come engaged with town-residents, but 
it would also draw more Bates students 
to attend the evening’s performance, 
thereby helping to raise more money 
for the cause. The Bates College Gos¬ 
pel Choir, a dance group organized by 
members of the Ballroom Society, as 
well as a cappella groups the Deans- 
men, the Crosstones, the Merimanders 
and the Manic Optimists all performed 
at Thursday evening's event. Dispersed 
between these acts were also musical 
performances from Lewiston Middle 
School and student poetry readings of 
works by authors Langston Hughes and 
Maya Angelou. 
Alexander recognized the effort that 
each of the Bates performance groups 
made in choosing songs appropriate 
for the theme of the evening. While 
not explicitly stated by all, the Bates 
College Gospel Choir kicked off “A 
Celebration of Freedom!” wjth a song 
that was said to “encourage us to rise 
to our full potential, no matter what 
obstacles or stressors are in our way.” 
Viewing the entire event as a great suc¬ 
cess, Alexander was particularly struck 
by the students’ response to some of 
the Bates performers. “They all loved 
the a capella,” she said. “They had never 
heard anything like that before, or been 
exposed to it. So many of them kept 
saying, 1 didn’t know that they could 
do all of that with just their voices.’” 
Bates students, too, felt an impact from 
the event. Ryan Boyer ’09, music direc¬ 
tor of the Deansmen, said, “Personally, I 
thought the concert took an interesting 
and moving perspective of acknowl¬ 
edging the struggle we endured for civil 
rights and will stick with the kids for a 
long time to come.” 
Amanda Bennett and Ravon Palmer, 
both eighth graders and members of 
the Civil Rights Team, were two of the 
emcees for “A Celebration of Freedom!” 
When asked why they chose to partici¬ 
pate in the team as opposed to other af¬ 
ter school activities, Bennett explained, 
“This school has been having issues 
that we all see every day. I wanted to 
see how I could help to make it a better 
place.” Palmer added that she felt that it 
would help her to influence her fellow 
classmates, and she hoped to persuade 
many of her friends to change their be¬ 
havior. Both students agreed that they 
had seen a decrease in fighting and vio¬ 
lence during the school day. “Everyone 
is beginning to understand more about 
the similarities we all have, even with 
different ethnicities,” said Bennett. 
To become involved with the Lewis¬ 
ton Middle School Civil Rights Team 
during this semester, short term, or next 
year, contact Izzy Alexander (ialexand@ 
bates.edu) for more information on 
how to volunteer. 
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Novice Debaters Break National Top Ten 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Following two successful tourna¬ 
ments at Stanford University and MIT, 
the Brooks Quimby Debate Council 
now ranks sixth in the nation. Novice 
team members outperformed the Varsi¬ 
ty team by winning the Novice bracket 
of the two most recent tournaments. 
Bates’s Novice debaters Colin Et- 
nire T2, Ian Mahmud T2, Mircea Lupu 
’ll and Yoon Loong T2 achieved vic¬ 
tory over the past two weeks. Etnire and 
Mahmud’s team became the number-one 
Novice team in the American Parliamen¬ 
tary Debate Association (APDA) after 
winning two consecutive tournaments at 
the Stanford Parliamentary Debate Tour¬ 
nament on Mar. 6 and 7 as well as MIT’s 
tournament on Mar. 13 and 14. 
In addition, Novice debaters 
brought home Speaker trophies. After 
obtaining high speaker marks in ev¬ 
ery round, Etnire won the number-one 
Novice Speaker at both Stanford and 
MIT. His partner, Mahmud, scored the 
eighth Novice Speaker award at the 
MIT tournament. 
At Stanford, Etnire and Mahmud ad¬ 
vanced to face the Yale team in the final 
round. They argued against the resolu¬ 
tion, "This house believes that all po¬ 
litical campaigns should be publically 
financed.” The pair won the tournament 
on a 4-1 decision, emphasizing the cru¬ 
cial roles 527s and Political Action Com¬ 
mittees play in raising money to elect or 
defeat candidates. 
Similarly, the Lupu and Loong team 
progressed into the semi-final rounds, 
facing the same Yale team Etnire and 
Mahmud defeated. Lupu and Loong 
have delivered consistently this year, 
achieving the status of number-three 
Novice team at Dartmouth’s January 
tournament and the number-two Nov¬ 
ice team at Harvard’s November Tour¬ 
nament. Both have attained Speaker 
awards at several contests. 
Etnire and Mahmud’s record at 
the MIT tournament, which was twice 
the size of Stanford’s, elevated Bates’s 
standing on the college circuit. The pair 
advanced to debate a Harvard-Brown 
hybrid team in the final rounds. 
The final round centered on a comi¬ 
cal debate: Harvard-Brown’s posed res¬ 
olution was “you’re Ted Turned in 1990. 
Instead of creating ‘Captain Planet and 
the Planeteers,’ you should get rid of 
the character Captain Planet and create 
the show ‘The Planeteers.’” The Bates 
team argued that Captain Plant is a met¬ 
aphor for the power created when peo¬ 
ple work together. They won the round 
with a unanimous 5-0 decision, ending 
two weeks of debate success. 
BCSG Addresses Budget Grievances 
GARDINER NARDINI 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
This past Monday, BCSG represen¬ 
tatives assumed the responsibility of the 
Budget Committee to approve the al¬ 
location of grievance funds. The griev¬ 
ance branch of the Budget Committee 
distributes funding to a select group of 
applicant clubs after initial budget as¬ 
signments are determined. Intended to 
supplement the resources of clubs lead¬ 
ers who feel they require more than the 
initially appropriated finances, the com¬ 
mittee’s services were in demand this 
year with roughly 25 clubs requesting 
additional funding. 
The RA was forced to determine 
approval of the grievance allocations 
due to a conflict of interest identified 
in certain members of the Budget Com¬ 
mittee. Earlier this year Tasnia Huque 
T2 and Shachi Phene T2, respective 
members of the Grievance and Budget 
Committees, founded the Bates Young 
Entreprenuers, a club designed to hold 
both a friendly business and a product 
design competition during the Fall se¬ 
mester of each year along with a series 
of guest-speaker lectures throughout 
the winter. 
Intended to inspire entrepreneur¬ 
ial skills and creativity while educating 
the student body about practical as¬ 
pects of business around campus, the 
club awards the competition’s winning 
team with prize money that must be 
used to realize its conceived product 
or business model. BYE applied to the 
grievance committee for a $1,000 bud¬ 
get grant. After much debate regarding 
the nature of the club and its value to 
the pursuit of business education, the 
RA voted to fulfill the grant application. 
The assembly continued to approve the 
remaining grievance allocations, which 
gave $100 to Women of Color, $600 to 
Manic Optimists, $1,000 to Freewill Folk 
Society, $400 to Hillel, $200 to the Meri- 
manders, $200 to Immigrants Rights Ad¬ 
vocacy, $850 to the Outing Club, $400 
to the Bates Education Club and $200 
to Helicase. 
A separate issue brought up during 
the meeting, one much on the mind of 
the student body and used as a cam¬ 
paign platform by Daniel Gimbel TO 
during the BSCG presidential elections, 
was the long anticipated conversion of 
the Bobcat Den into a pub. Gimbel ex¬ 
plained that there remains concern in 
the Bates administration, as articulated 
by Christine Schwartz, that serving alco¬ 
hol at the Den every weekend will not 
be a feasible business endeavor, mainly 
due to a lack of student demand. 
Gimbel explained that in an effort to 
follow through with his plan, he negoti¬ 
ated an alcohol-offering event themed 
after Cinco de Mayo to take place on 
May 2nd and to act as a trial run for the 
Den as a bar. Emphasizing the impor¬ 
tance of this event’s success in achiev¬ 
ing his goal, Gimbel concluded his dis¬ 
cussion by encouraging attendance and 
advertisement throughout the entire 
student body. “Hopefully the turnout 
will demonstrate demand — the prob¬ 
ability of future events depends on this 
one,” said Gimbel. 
Also touched on were recent chang¬ 
es in departmental minors: It was noted 
that while the English department is 
currently attempting to create a minor, 
the Economics Department is in the 
process of eliminating its minor con¬ 
centration for future classes. However, 
current students will remain entitled to 
the option of minoring in economics. 
Author Reads from Novel on Final Days of Serbian Inventor 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Author Samantha Hunt revealed a 
unique approach to writing historical 
fiction when she read from her newest 
novel, “The Invention of Everything Else” 
at a Language Arts Live event hosted by 
the English Department. The novel nar¬ 
rates the final days of Serbian inventor 
Nikola Tesla’s life in the decrepit Hotel 
New Yorker and includes frequent flash¬ 
backs to the heyday of his fame. 
Hunt introduced her protagonist be¬ 
fore the recitation, consolidating years 
of research into a brief description of 
the unrecognized inventor. “If you don’t 
know who Tesla is, don’t fell embar¬ 
rassed,” said Hunt, alluding to the fact 
that many scientists took credit for his 
work. “He was a real garage inventor 
who did not work for the State Depart¬ 
ment and died penniless.” 
Apart from developing the radio 
and AC electrical power, his two chief 
inventions, Tesla pursued several more 
radical invention ideas. “Some of his 
work was so poetic,” said Hunt, re¬ 
ferring to how Tesla imagined a “ring 
around the Equator so that every per¬ 
son could board and travel the world 
in 24 hours” and to how he questioned 
whether it was “possible to photograph 
thought.” 
But it was eight-year-old Tesla’s 
creation of an engine powered by 
Junebugs that ultimately “convinced” 
Hunt to write a historical fiction piece 
about the prodigy. Following three 
years of intensive research and a stay 
in Tesla’s room at the New Yorker, 
Hunt concluded, “I loved doing the 
research. I could have spent 15 years 
in the library researching Tesla...but it 
was not natural to me at all. I don’t 
think I’ll work that way again.” 
Hunt read from two chapters at the 
end of the book that detailed Tesla’s 
interactions with the fictional chamber¬ 
maid, Louisa, as well as his rejection of a 
$12 million contract with Westinghouse 
so his AC power invention “would sur¬ 
vive JP Morgan’s attempts to control all 
suppliers of electricity.” 
Audience members generally react¬ 
ed positively to the reading and lauded 
the innovative genre of historical fic¬ 
tion Hunt crafted with her poetic writ¬ 
ing style. “She has an infectious curios¬ 
ity, and an imaginative alertness to the 
beauty and strangeness of the world,” 
said English professor Robert Farns¬ 
worth, who organized the event with 
English Professor Eden Osucha and En¬ 
vironmental Studies Professor Jonathan 
Skinner. “She has brought a new lyrical 
dimension to the genre of historical fic¬ 
tion,” said Farnsworth. 
Some students said Hunt’s ornate 
writing style did not coincide with the 
genre. “Sometimes the language about 
factual things seemed to clash a little 
with the more imaginative things she 
was trying to do, like her research and 
her interpretations weren’t totally rec¬ 
onciled,” said Kristen Hewitt ’09, an 
English major currently working on a 
creative writing thesis. ' 
Still, other students were impressed 
by Hunt’s smooth writing style and 
found the book both informative and 
entertaining. 
“Her character’s voices were able to 
fit together seamlessly,” said Ben Mo- 
tely TO, an English major. “The voice of 
Tesla seemed realistic to me despite the 
fact that she was never actually able to 
hear him speak.” 
Bates College Security Daily Crime Logs 
Incident Date and Time Location 
Bicycle Theft 3/18/09 4:00 p.m. Page Hall bike rack 
Theft/ Larceny 3/19/09 3:00 p.m. Pettengill Hall 
Neighborhood Complaint 3/19/09 11:55 p.m. /SB 254 Oak Street 
Neighborhood Complaint 3/20/09 1:49 a.m. Corner of Davis and Oak Streets 
Neighborhood Complaint 3/21/09 12:39Ym. gl| 227 Oak Street 
Disturbance- LoucrParty 3/21/09 11:04 p.m. Page Hall 
Disturbance- Loud Music 3/22/09 3:19 a.m. John Bertram Hall 
Disturbance- Loud Music 3/22/09 John Bertram Hall 
Graduates Adjust Job Search in 
Response to Recession 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
economic downturn was probably not 
yet a large factor. 
Bates students in general, said Trun- 
dy, enter the job market with a differ¬ 
ent perspective than graduates of more 
career-oriented schools. 
Despite their positive outlook on 
the situation, the OCS counselors were 
unanimous in urging students to be ac¬ 
tive in their career planning. 
“The message I want to get out to 
students is that they need to be more 
proactive than they’ve ever been,” 
said Trundy. 
Cook urged students “don’t pro¬ 
crastinate,” while Daigler reminded 
students to “take advantage of every¬ 
thing you can.” 
Helmpkamp echoed Cook’s mes¬ 
sage with her advice to “be active in the 
Bates community.” 
They pointed out the importance of 
networking with Bates alums through 
venues such as the new Career Men¬ 
tor Network, which will pair seniors 
with alumni and parent volunteers who 
will work with them through their job 
search. They also reminded students 
of the importance of attending recruit¬ 
ing events, pointing out that, as Trundy 
said, “face time is what’s going to make 
the difference.” 





Maine passed its first laws prohibiting the sale of intoxicat¬ 
ing liquors in 1846, but perhaps Bates men didn’t pay much 
attention to them. The Student reported that “Money is tight 
among the boys. Nobody is to blame except the officers of the 
law. The prohibitory law must be enforced.” 
New books to be added to the library included the En¬ 
cyclopedia Britannica, Bryant’s History of the United States 
and Carlyle’s works. 
1906 
The Student published “Don’ts for Freshmen”: “Don’t try to 
be original. Follow the Sophomores. Don’t seek to imitate 
Catullus’ poems. Don’t spend your time trying to discover the 
fourth dimension when you ought to be doing everyday origi¬ 
nals. Don’t wish you were a Sophomore. You will have to 
write debates when you get there.” 
Sign of spring: the sudden appearance of straw hats on campus. 
1931 
Robert Frost canceled his scheduled appearance at Bates 
due to sudden illness. His telegram to the president of the 
Spofford Club, which was sponsoring the event, read: “Woke 
this morning with bad cold. Fear that I should not travel for 
some days. I am terribly sorry I have to ask you to cancel our 
engagement.” 
I960 
A recent alum criticizes what he called the College’s “ba¬ 
sic lack of respect for the student as a person,” citing lack of 
student access to buildings and facilities. “The Bates student 
sometimes seems to be like a poor beggar trespassing upon the 
grounds of a wealthy king,” he wrote. “Yes, it really is time for 
EDUCATION TO REPLACE ECONOMICS!” 
The addition of espresso to the Den prompts the comment 
that “Bates is going beatnik... Now we have everything but the 
candlelight atmosphere.” 
1993 
The deans sent a proposal to President Harward addressing 
the need to establish a multicultural center on campus. An edi¬ 
torial cautioned that the location of this center would be vital 
to its success, saying, “In the administration’s business-as-usual 
fashion, they have hidden disregard for the needs of students 
in the ambiguities and vague explanations found in the deans’ 
proposal.” 
The Bates College Council on Race Relations formed a sub¬ 
group to discuss anti-Semitism on campus, distributing a sur¬ 
vey to students to evaluate the issue. 
J 
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Lewiston Police department Crime Log 
v." * 
Incident Report Statistics 
Between Friday 13 March at 7:00 a.m. and Friday 20 
March at 7:00 a.m. this department has responded to 
709 calls for service. Of those calls, 223 of them were 
Motor Vehicle Stops. 
Accidents: 33 
Disorderly Disturbances: 50 
Domestic Disputes: 18 
Arrests: 43 
Criminal Mischief 
•A vehicle parked outside of 30 Howe St. was vandal¬ 
ized overnight on 18 March. 
•A residence and trailer at 528 Webster St. were tagged 
with graffiti over on 16 March. 
A Dingley Press truck had a rock thrown through 
its window sometime between 4:00 a.m. 6h 18 March 
and 4:00 a.m. on 19 March ,while parked at 855 Lis- 
i..si 
•A vehicle parked at 68 Bradley St. had a window 
broken out of it between 9:00 p.m. On 12 March and 
7:30 a.m. on 13 March. 
•'ITie gate at the Southern Gateway was broken off 
sometime overnight on 13 March. 
Thefts 
•An apartment at 7 Howard St. had a bank full of 
change stole:-, from inside of it sometime over the 
weekend of,13T5 March. 
•A bicycle was stolen from outside Page Hall at 345 
College St. sometime prior to 6:00 p.m. on 18 March. 
•A student of Bates College had their shoes stolen 
from the locker room of the Alumni Gym prior to 9:00 
p.m. on 15 March. 
•A student of Bates College had a jacket and cell 
phone stolen from the Pierce House at 24 Frye St. 
sometime between 12j30 and 1:15 a.m. on 14 March. 
Y Y,Vs 
Burglaries 
•An apartment at 35 Bradley Street was burglarized 
sometime overnight on 17 March. Items were taken 
from inside. 
MV Burglaries 
•A vehicle parked at 1035 Lisbon St. had a window 
broken out of it and a GPS taken from inside some¬ 
time overnight on 15 March. 
Motor Vehicle Theft 
•A blue 1999 Ford F-150- ME RpG GLOBAL was sto¬ 
len from 241 Bartlett St. sometime between 7:30 and 
10:50 p.m. on 16 March. The truck has a magnetic sign 
on the door that says “Global.” It is believed the entry 
was gained by smashing a door. 
Operating Under the Influence 
•Jeremy Furlong (27) on 16 March at 1:47 a.m. at East 
Ave/Burbank St. 
•Nicholas Baril (21) on 16 March at 2:53 a.m. at Park 
St./Adams Ave. 
•Derek Ramsay (22) on 16 March at 7:52 p.m. at 20 
East Ave. 
•Brett Bramlett (49) on 18 March at 1:08 a.m. at Sabat- 
tus St./Tarr Aye. l_. 
J 
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Wednesday, March 25 
“Neighbor by Neighbor”: 
Film Showing 
“In the Summer of 2004, the Mayor of Lewis¬ 
ton, Maine announced a plan to develop a four- 
lane boulevard across downtown’s low-income 
neighborhood. The project was going to dis¬ 
place 850 people from their homes as well as 
destroy playgrounds, vegetable gardens and his¬ 
toric buildings. As tragic as the circumstances 
were, the direat of a road destroying the neigh¬ 
borhood required residents to rise to the chal¬ 
lenge of becoming community organizers and 
resist the city’s plan.” 
7 p.m. /Keck Classroom 
Bates Democrats Meeting 














“Jerusalem...the east side story”: 
Film and Lecture 
Reverent Marjean Baily discusses her recent 
trip to Israel/Palestine 
“The latest shipment of history is the Israeli occupation. 
In 1948, the western part of the city fell under Israeli con¬ 
trol; in 1967, the eastern part fell under Israeli occupation. 
Since then, Israel has pursued a policy of Judaizing the city, 
aiming to acheive Jewish demographic superiority. Part of 
this policy is to drive Palestinian Muslims and Christans out 
of the city, denying their presence, history and ties to the 
land.” 
The event is sponsored by Students for Peace cTJustice in Palestine 
(SPJP) and Mushahada 
7 p.m. / Olin 105 
Latinos Unidos 
Meeting 
6 p.m. / Multicultural Center 
Expressing Emotions Using 
Visual Journals 
Explore how image-making excercises 
using art materials can open you up to 
creatively express your thoughts and 
emotions in a “visual journal.” 
7 p.m. / Mays Center 
Outing Club Meeting 
6 p.m. 
Alumni Gym basement 
Thursday, March 26 
“Peer Effects in Health 
Behaviors”: 
Lecture by Jason Michael 
Fletcher, Phd., Assistant 




Sponsored by the 
Economics Department 
Refreshments will be served 
ART-IN: 
Have you heard? A whole host of 
Bates students will be filling Old 
Commons with live bands, a cappella, 
dance and theater, student exhibitions, 
workshops and hot drinks and snacks! 
4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Chase Hall 
Ryanhood / Village Club Series 
9 p.m. 
Benjamin Mays Center 
Secular Student Alliance Meeting 
7 p.m. 
_Pettengill 116_ 
Jason Spooner Trio 
Spooner has won countless awards for 
his song-writing, and his music has 





New Commons 211 
Spanish Major Dinner 
6 p.m. / New Commons 226 
Student Panel On Food- 
Related Academic Work 
Come hear Bates students who have 
done or are doing food-related aca¬ 
demic work talk about it! 
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Frye Street Union 
“The New Patriots”: Film 
Viewing and Q&A Session 
written, directed & produced I 
by Robert Rich ter 
Five U.S. military veterans, including 
a Congressional Medal of Honor 
winner and a female West Point 
graduate, speak out about terrorism, 
patriotism and their transformation 
from warriors to peace activists. 
Robert Richter is an independent documen¬ 
tary producer who focuses on issues that 











Chase Hall - 
Hirasawa Lounge 
“Madame Sata”: 
Weekly Non-Wes tern 







Wallach Tennis Center 
Spanish Dept. Talk: 
Lecture by Professor 
Juliete Lynd 
Chase Hall Lounge 
Admissions Tour Guide 
Info Session 
8 p.m. / Pettengill G21 
Friday, March 2 
Hot Dog Eating Contest 
Do you think you have what it takes to 
be the Bates College Hot Dog Eating 
Champ? Do you want to win $100? If 
so, come show off your hot dog guzzling 
skills! Sign-up will take place in Commons 
over the course of this week. 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Benjamin Mays Center 
Sponsored by the 
Sophomore Class 
Mozart’s “Coronation 
Mass” and Faure’s 
“Requiem” 
Concert Presented by the 
Bates College Choir 
8 p.m. 
Olin Arts Center 
Concert Hall 
‘King Lati the First”: Film Presented by 
the Maine Jewish Film Festival 
This documentary by Israeli director Uri Ba-On depicts 
Lati, a typical Israeli 8-year-old — and also heir to the 
throne of a Senegalese tribe. He is about to travel to. his 
kingdom for the first time, where more than 1 million of 
his subjects await him. 
12 p.m. / Olin Arts Center Concert Hall 
For more information contact (207) 831-7495 
Lick It! 




7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
Olin 104 
Shabbat with Hillel 
5:45 p.m. 
Frye Street Union 












2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Olin 104 
Bus to the 
Maine Mall 
leaves at 12 p.m. 
Sunday, March 29 
Filmboard Presents: 
Seven Pounds 
2:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m. 
Olin 104 
Chapel Worship 
5:30 p.m. / Chase Hall 
Skelton Lounge 
Softball v. Brandeis 
Noon 
Lafayette Street Field 
Careers in Community 
Food Systems & Activism: 
Mark Winne ’72 
4 p.m. 
New Commons 211 

















DISCOVER THE BEAUTY WITHIN! y 
Cassiel’s 
DAY &PA 
Complete Hair Care • Manicures & Pedicures 
Body Scrubs & Wraps • Electrolysis & Body Waxing 
Brazilian Wax • Therapeutic Massage & Couples 
Permanent Cosmetic Make-Up 
European, Anti-aging & Acne Facials 
Spa Packages & Bridal Packages 
Gift Cards are available 
ie% off 
your first visit with a student id 
71 East Avenue • Lewiston, Maine 04240 
(207) 7S5-532I 
www.cassiels.com 
Monday, March 30 
Want to advertise 
an event on this 
calendar? 
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu 
with title, time, place and a 
brief description. 
Submissions are due the 
Sunday prior to publication 
by 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 31 
Panel Discussion: 
Writing Africa in Spanish: 
Four Equatorial Guinean Writers 
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Repatching Dispatch 
COURTESY OF KEITH TANNENBAUM 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & UV1NG EDITOR 
On a cold winter’s eve at Middle- 
bury College about 10 years ago, Pete 
Francis Heimbold walked across cam¬ 
pus with his acoustic guitar to meet a 
member of student band 'lire Wood 
River Bandits, who was the friend of a 
girl in his dorm. He had heard a tape re¬ 
cording of the band and taken a liking 
to its sound. His friend introduced him 
to Brad Corrigan. Corrigan and Fran¬ 
cis jammed together and instantly felt 
they had a musical vibe. In February, 
they met Chad Urmston and the three 
musicians formed Dispatch, which later 
branched out from the localized college 
scene to a national indie/rock icon. 
A story like theirs exemplifies the 
importance of community and network¬ 
ing in the music industry. Such a col¬ 
laboration of musicians was witnessed 
on the Bates campus Saturday night as 
Heimbold and Corrigan, now known 
as Pete Francis and Braddigan in their 
solo careers, reunited on stage with the 
band Barefoot Truth, The concert was 
sponsored by the Chase Hall Commit¬ 
tee and welcomed many people from 
outside the Bates community to collec¬ 
tively absorb music. 
In past concerts sponsored by CHC, 
bands have been booked to open for 
the big-name act. On Saturday, there 
was no sense of one act being bigger 
than the other because the musicians 
shared the stage. Francis and Brad¬ 
digan did have separate solo perfor¬ 
mances in the concert, but they were 
backed by Barefoot Truth as opposed 
to being separate acts. Francis' wife, 
Katie also joined the,musicians on-stage 
to sing a duet with her husband. The 
most pivotal moments in the show were 
when Francis, Braddigan and Barefoot 
Truth were all on stage, playing each 
other’s material and harmonizing with 
each other. 
Francis is currently touring with 
Barefoot Truth and is friends with the 
band members. Three years ago, he 
produced an F,P of theirs. They remain 
in touch and share their music with 
each other. 
Speaking of the tour, Francis said, 
“We’re playing some of their songs, 
they're playing some of mine..,. 
They’re good friends. Great guys. 
Great musicians.” 
Francis and Braddigan first per¬ 
formed at Bates in 199b with guitar¬ 
ist/singer/songwriter Mark Erelli ’96, a 
friend of Braddigan’s and a senior at 
Bates at the time, on congas and three 
acoustical guitars. Four years ago, Brad¬ 
digan performed at Olin Arts Center 
and met his current manager Janies 
Kenly ’05, who spearheaded the event. 
At the time, Kenly was a senior at Bates 
and the vice president of CHC. Kenly 
created the Drop Everything and Play 
(DEAP) Festival that CHC sponsors dur¬ 
ing short term. 
Francis notes that the difference be¬ 
tween playing with Dispatch and going 
solo is that less collaboration goes into 
each of his songs, which he now writes 
independently. However, he makes an 
effort to incorporate the talents of other 
musicians. 
“With the band, die three of us were 
really collaborating,” Francis said. “Each 
song, when I’m doing material on my 
own, I’m really putting it together ex¬ 
actly how I want the song to be. The 
arrangements, the lyrics. So it’s more 
independent. I’ve done stuff on my 
own where I’ve collaborated with other 
artists. So, they can lie very different in 
the sense that we were working, with 
Dispatch, to put the songs together, the 
three of us.” 
Reflecting on Dispatch, Francis de¬ 
scribed how rewarding it felt to share 
the experience of musical production as 
they performed at concerts, appeared 
on television and recorded albums. 
They heard their first song, “Here We 
Go," on the radio together when they 
were riding in their van through Nash¬ 
ville, Tenn. Even though the band has 
broken up, their music still circulates 
throughout the United States. 
“We grew up in a band together,” 
Francis said. “It was learning how to be 
a band. Learning how to put together a 
small business. [It was] really great.” 
Although he is pursuing a solo ca¬ 
reer, Francis travels and performs with 
different bands as a backing. Some¬ 
times he plays with a full band and 
other times he works with individual 
musicians who play keyboard, saxo¬ 
phone or guitar. 
“I try to arrange with a lot of instru¬ 
mentalists as well,” he said. 
Post-Dispatch, Francis said that his 
goal is to explore as many different mu¬ 
sical styles as possible and he will do 
so by working with different musicians. 
Dispatch never performed outside of 
the U.S., besides in Canada, so Francis 
would like to spread his music interna¬ 
tionally, traveling to Asia and Africa. 
Francis is inspired by artists like 
Van Morrison and Joni Mitchell, as well 
as Irish poet Seamus Heaney; however, 
he said that there are so many artists 
out there that it is hard to reduce his 
musical influences to just a few. Brad¬ 
digan modestly said that Francis was 
his musical influence. 
When asked about his process and 
rituals of writing music, Francis said, “I 
first light my underwear on fire. Nol 
on fire, but I just light them. 'They burn. 
Then once I feel the warmth, the song 
comes. No, you know, ideas come from 
music, poetry, life and living. I like to 
write a lot of poetry.... I lived in Ireland 
for awhile. In Galway. [I] just study a lot 
of writing and poetry, it helps me a lot 
lyrically. And then musically, just listen¬ 
ing to as much music as J can, playing 
with great musicians. Trying different 
progressions, trying different styles and 
just seeing what happens.” 
Music is something that connects 
and distinguishes different communi¬ 
ties and brings people together. To Ire 
successful in music, Francis said that 
young singer/songwriters should start 
building their name on a local level 
and make as many connections with 
musicians before focusing on perform¬ 
ing nationally and contacting big name 
record producers. Most importantly, he 
stressed generating music that you are 
passionate alxrut. 
“If you want to be in a band and 
you’re starting up a band, I would say, 
get together,” Francis said. “Write your 
material, material that you believe in. 
Play as many gigs as you can. [Maybe 
it’s] a birthday party or maybe it’s a little 
gig at the community center. Get as 
many of those gigs as possible. Keep 
it with your family, with your friends. 
That’s the best way to build it as op¬ 
posed to trying to send it out randomly 
to radio stations or people you think 
are going to help you in the music busi¬ 
ness. Really live on your own. Create 
something that you believe in and that 
you love. And if you believe it and love 
it, other people will too. You hope.” 
Editor’s Note: See www.hatesstudent. com 
fora complete transcript of the interview 
with Pete Francis and Braddigan. 
Jti>5»lfc bAWrtM/ I tit BAI ^ I UUtN I 
At the concert on Saturday night, Pete Francis and his wife, Katie Heimbold, sang a 
duet in the song called “Red Cloud Road.” Katie is her husband’s tour manager. 
Wf)e Spates ^tubent - 
Swing Your Partner, and Pop and Lock 
SARAH CHARLEY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
While most Bates students were 
distracted by the flashy two-thirds Dis¬ 
patch posters or the techno beats blast¬ 
ing from the Mays Center last Saturday 
night, there was another less known 
activity taking place in the dance stu¬ 
dio of Merrill Gym. “Hip Hip into 
Spring with a Balance and Swing,” the 
alternative contra dance co-organized 
by Sarah Dice-Goldberg ’ll and Blaise 
Thompson ’ll, drew people of all ages 
from across Maine to dance traditional 
contra moves to music by artists, like 
Crystal Castles, Management, Lil Jon 
and Timberland. 
“We got th§ idea from this You¬ 
Tube video of youth dance weekend 
of people contra dancing to a hip hop 
song,” Dice-Goldberg said. “There 
have been alternative contra dances 
before but never a single contra dance 
just for hip hop.” 
Contra dancing is traditional New 
England folk dancing but is now popu¬ 
lar all over the country. 
“It’s difficult to describe because no 
matter what you say it won’t do it jus¬ 
tice” Dice-Goldberg. “Think pride and 
prejudice dancing on crack.” 
Dice-Goldberg and Thompson are 
drawn to contra dances because of the 
contra’s inherent energy, enthusiasm 
and friendliness. 
“In normal Bates dances, you either 
grind with people or awkwardly dance 
by yourself,” Dice-Goldberg said. “This 
gives you a framework to dance in 
where you don’t actually have to know 
how to dance and everyone can do it. 
Making mistakes is part of the fun.” 
Dice-Goldberg and Thompson are 
both seasoned contra-dancers and often 
spend their Friday and Saturday nights 
in places like Falmouth, Maine dancing 
swing, allemande and gypsy styles with 
other hard-core contra-dancers. 
“Most contra dances have live folk 
bands, but we thought it would be fun 
to put a twist in it and try having one to 
hip hop,” Dice-Goldberg said. 
This alternative contra dance, called 
by Chrissy Fowler and sponsored by the 
Free Will Folk Society, Discordians and 
Student Activities Office, brought peo¬ 
ple of all ages onto the dance floor and 
allowed them to “Get Low” with Lil Jon 
in the traditional New England way. 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
The Benefits of Sex with Strings Attached 
TAMARA WYZANSKI 
SEX COLUMNIST 
I know I know. 
How could sex with 
strings attached be a good thing? After 
all, we are at Bates, and Lick It is just 
three days away. Of course, sex with 
strings attached is the worst thing pos¬ 
sible. After drunken sex with the first- 
year girl who was in her underpants 
grinding to R. Kelly, the last thing you 
want is to have to call her the next week 
before second semester finals begin. 
Or even worse, maybe she will want a 
relationship or to “stay in touch” over 
the summer. Sex with strings is never 
sexy. But I believe (and the medical 
community is increasingly advocating 
this) that sex with strings is better. I am 
talking about IUD strings. I am talking 
about preventing unplanned pregnancy 
at Bates College. 
IUD stands for the Intrauterine De¬ 
vice. The IUD is a form of birth con¬ 
trol that is inserted in a woman by a 
medical practitioner and lasts up to 10 
years inside her uterus; it is secure and 
works without ever warranting a daily 
pill, monthly ring insertion, band-aid 
on the arm or shot every three months. 
Guys, at this point you are probably 
lost. All those references were for oral 
contraceptives (the pill), Nuva Ring (the 
Ring), the Ortho Evra Patch (the Patch), 
or the Depo-Provera shot (the Shot). 
While there are two different kinds of 
IUDs, the Mirena (with hormones and 
lasts for five years) and the Paraguard 
(no hormones and lasts for 10), I ad¬ 
vocate for the Paraguard IUD because 
well, I got it inserted in 2005 and yes, 
I love it. And no, I have never gotten 
pregnant since having it inserted. 
The Paraguard is made of copper 
and not much bigger than a penny. The 
copper kills sperm, and aside from the 
T-shape device, two strings danRle at 
the bottom which is what the practitio¬ 
ner pulls on to remove the IUD (when 
the woman wishes) and so the woman 
can feel the strings with her fingers to 
make sure the device is in place. Men 
report that they cannot feel the strings 
because they thin over time. The IUD 
is 99.4 percent more effective than get¬ 
ting one’s “tubes tied” and women gain 
fertility just weeks after it is removed. 
The only problems with the IUD are 
dispelling it (it may fall out shortly after 
insertion), risk of Pelvic Inflammatory 
Disease if an STD or bacterial infection 
goes undetected or untreated, and the 
fact that it does not protected against 
STDs or HIV. 
Who is the Paraguard IUD good for? 
A woman who is in a monogamous 
heterosexual relationship or who con¬ 
sistently uses condoms with her male 
partners. It is also good For a woman 
who gets tested for STDs and HIV fre¬ 
quently, who naturally has a monthly 
period, and who can tolerate cramps 
(insertion causes worse cramping and 
bleeding for the first few months). 
The Paraguard IUD is the most ef¬ 
fective form of birth control available 
and uses no hormones what-so-ever; in 
addition, it is the cheapest (one fee cov¬ 
ered by health insurance as opposed to 
monthly fees for pills, for instance) and 
is not permanent. It is also increasingly 
being used in the U.S. and internation¬ 
ally. 
So while strings attached during 
hook-ups used to be unsexy and a 
hassle, the IUD is an example of how 
strings are now making relationships 
healthier and more carefree than ever 
before because there are no unplanned 
pregnancies. I am not saying Bates 
boys need to call that one-night-stand 
after Lick It the next morning to ask the 
girl to take a photo before Gala. On 
the contrary, I am saying to guys: you 
don’t need to worry that the girl will 
call you saying “I’m pregnant,” because 
in the case of the IUD, these types of 
little strings attached are for once a 
good thing in the lives of students liv¬ 
ing the realities of a hook-up culture 
in college. 
Talk to the Bates College Health 
Center, your personal gynecologist or 
nurse practitioner at home, or the West¬ 
ern Maine Community Action Health 
Clinic (207-795-4007) to get a consulta¬ 
tion for an IUD insertion. Also, check 
out www.paraguard.com to find more 
information on you own. You may 
also contact me, Tamara Wyzanski, at 
tamara.wyzanski@gmail.com for more 
information about my experience with 




Boy 1: Wanna dance? 
Girl 1: No. 
Boy 2: Wanna make out? 
Girl 1: Kinda... 
Purini Party 
I Guess You Guys Did More Than Dance? 
Girl 1: Did you have fun at the dance? 
Girl 2: It was okay. The boy I was dancing with said my teeth 
were smooth. 
Pettengill 
Time for A Trip to 31 Campus 
Girl 1: This is really weird. My mouth itches. 
Boy 1: Yeah, my crotch itches. 
Boy 2:Did you guys hook up last night? 
JVew Commons 
the chase. 
Boy 2: Yeah, the girl I like hasn’t even 
said a word to me. 
Boy 1: So, you’re a stalker. 
JVeir Commons 
Have A Disney fantasy? 
(Three tall, football-stature guys) 
Boy 1: So, are we going to watch the 
“Jungle Book”? 
Boy 2: No, man, I want to watch 
“Aladdin.” ... 
(One minute later) 
Boy 3: Do you know where Paris is? 
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Best in Style: Charlie Emple 
First-year Charlie Emple is a laid-back guy, which shows in his 
style. He dresses well but never stresses over what to wear so 
long as he has clothes on his back. He has continued style tradi¬ 
tions from his hometown such as dressing up on Wednesdays. At 
Bates, he acquired a fondness for plaid flannel shirts and some 
colors that he would have previously avoided. Emple is a member 
of The Deansmen and is pursuing a major in psychology. 
CHARLIE THAXTON 
STAFF WRITER 
Charlie Emple ’12 understands fash¬ 
ion as a utility, not something to be fret¬ 
ted over needlessly, but a necessary, 
enjoyable part of life. This easygoing at¬ 
titude frees up Emple for his pursuit of 
psychology at Bates and his spot in The 
Deansmen. 
Emple is definitely regimented in his 
style; his approach mirrors his laundry 
policy. 
“I definitely sort. And of course, 
folding needs to be done immediately 
after drying,” Emple said. 
He has imported a hometown tra¬ 
dition among his friends: “Well-dressed 
Wednesdays” are Emple’s real opportu¬ 
nity to showcase the finer garments in 
his wardrobe. 
He has a distinct Friday policy too 
because the day is “just sexy by nature.” 
The real question, he says, “is to dress 
up the whole day through, or dress 
down, change and look comparatively 
great during the evening.” 
The staples for Emple are sweaters, 
V-neck shirts, and the “functional and 
stylish” pea coat. He added, jokingly, 
“Pants are nice. Shoes are good, too.” 
For Emple, labels and graphics are 
to be avoided, “If present, it should be 
inconspicuous,” he said. Emple’s focus 
is certainly on the presentation of the 
individual, not the clothing itself. 
Emple spoke of the trajectory of his 
style. When he was younger, he wore 
“pretty much exclusively sweatshirts 
and sweatpants with the multi-colored 
patches on the knees.” 
Freshman year was a watershed; 
the employment of the now common¬ 
place collared shirts began here. Since 
at Bates, Emple has acquired a taste for 
some once avoidable colors, orange spe¬ 
cifically. 
When asked what advice he could 
impart on anyone undergoing attire- 
identity crisis, Emple stressed the es¬ 
sentials. 
“Value the undershirt,” he said 
confidently. 
Emple also values the thrift store. 
“There are things to be had” he said, 
“but don’t overdo it.” 
His flannel policy is perhaps his 
most sartorially courageous: “The 
more the better. The best shirts have 
a large quantity of unmatching colors. 
Go all out.” 
Knowing Emple’s measured, cool 
approach, he can pull it off. 
Getting Back into the Swing of Things for Gala 
SARAH DUNN 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
As you iron your button-down T- 
shirts, select your most flattering and 
form-fitting dress, or perhaps make 
a last-minute run to JC Penney, you 
might be wondering what this for¬ 
mal Gala event actually entails. In 
addition to a transformed, rather 
glamorous student body and unde¬ 
niably delectable eats, Gala will fea¬ 
ture three distinct musical acts: The 
Merimanders, The Phil Rich Swing 
Band and The Kelly Bell Band. 
Beginning at 8:30 p.m., The Meri¬ 
manders will open Saturday night’s 
event, inviting formally-clad Batesies 
into the Grey Cage with the sound of 
their melodic a cappella renditions. 
The familiar student singers will 
then relinquish the spotlight as they 
join the dancing masses to two pro¬ 
fessional bands. As is tradition, the 
Phil Rich Swing Band will take over 
the Grey Cage, providing an oppor¬ 
tunity for those classically trained 
dancers to display their skill. 
The Phil Rich Swing Band is a 
13-member group who has enter¬ 
tained New England audiences with 
swing music since their formation 
in 1993. Led by trumpeter Phil Rich, 
the band performs for a variety of 
events - weddings, fundraisers and 
festivals - in addition to the annual 
Bates Gala event. The Phil Rich Band 
lists songs such as “Zoot Suit Riot,” 
“Jump, Jive An’ Wail” and “It Had to 
be You” among those typically per¬ 
formed by the band. Their website 
boasts a diverse musical repertoire, 
“an excellent mix of swing, jazz, 
timeless standards and pop tunes.” 
Gala will also host the Kelly Bell 
Band, a group that has deemed their 
musical genre “Phat Blues Music.” 
When asked to describe their ad¬ 
aptation of the blues, Kelly Bell re¬ 
plied, “If you could imagine Muddy 
Waters wearing a Bob Marley T-shirt 
riding on Black Sabbath’s tour bus on 
their way to a Parliament Funkadelic 
concert, listening to Sammy Davis 
Junior on an 8-track tape humming a 
Run DMC song, that would be close 
to what we do.” 
The Kelly Bell Band began as a 
group called “Fat Tuesday,” opening 
for and backing up Bo Diddley in 
New Orleans. Having since changed 
their name, increased their connec¬ 
tions in the music world and created 
an original song compilation, the 
Kelly Bell Band now receives nation¬ 
wide recognition. 
“We play about 200 shows a year. 
We go from Boston, Massachusetts to 
Jacksonville, Florida and every point 
in between,” said Kelly Bell. 
So while you struggle to pull 
your fanciest garb out of the depths 
of your dorm room closets, know 
you have much dancing and diverse 
musical stylings ahead, talent that 
will make even the most uncomfort¬ 
able of fashions worthwhile. 
KELLY COX 
STAFF WRITER 
Bates’ annual All-College Gala 
event is less than a week away, and 
you still don’t know what you’re 
wearing? Don’t stress. The best 
ideas usually come in the most 
pressing moments. Perhaps your 
style will be a last-minute one, but 
it’s still a style. 
Gala, thrown by President Elaine 
Tuttle Hansen, is scheduled the day 
after OUTfront’s Lick It, providing 
exposed partiers a chance to redeem 
themselves after a night of debauch¬ 
ery. Wear your heels or coattails, but 
be sure to dress to impress your 
professors. Gala is attended 
by spirited students as well 
as faculty and staff, giving 
everyone the chance to 
clean up and make an im¬ 
pression they don’t often 
get to on campus. 
“There seems to 
be a social pressure to 
dress down every day. 
That’s why I’m taking 
advantage of Gala to 
wear my finest and strut 
my stuff,” commented 
Noah McCreight ’ll, 
who bought his suit in 
the fall in anticipation 
of this classy event. 
Most students 
tend to wear old 
semi-formal dresses 
and tuxedos, but the 
most unique clothing 
springs from innova¬ 
tion and last-minute 
changes. 
“People under¬ 
estimate the power 
of vintage,” noted 
boutique-buyer 
Hadley Gray ’ll. 
There are nu¬ 
merous great spots 
to find original 
pieces to construct 
the perfect Gala attire if 
you haven’t already shipped 
some old prom attire from home. 
You can find intricate items at a low 
cost from Lewiston thrift stores like 
Salvation Army on Main Street and 
Goodwill on Lisbon Street. 
“I bought the suit I’m wearing at 
a Flea Market last year for one dol¬ 
lar. It’s not too fancy, but it will do 
the trick,” relayed fashion icon Ed¬ 
ward Sturtevant ’ll. 
TJ Max, Deb, Claire’s and Kohl’s 
are all located in the Auburn Mall 
on Center Street, where you can 
find a silky shawl or brilliant broach 
to make you feel exquisite on Gala 
night. Also located in the Auburn 
Mall is Louie’s Clothing & Shoe Store 
and Tuxedos For Less, great out¬ 
lets for the bro who might not al¬ 
ready have two tuxes in his closet to 
choose from. 
Why not invest in local busi¬ 
nesses and shop at infrequently vis¬ 
ited stores around Lewiston/Auburn? 
Sport a tie-dye dress from Grateful 
Earth on College Street or find a 
genuine and loved pocket watch 
from Orphan Annie’s located on 
Court Street in Auburn. Take ad¬ 
vantage of preparing for the most 
formal event at Bates and ven¬ 
ture to Freeport, where you 
can make your own jewelry 
at The Beadin’ Path on Main 
Street. 
The most important as¬ 
pect of Gala style is that you 
feel elegant. Dress comfort¬ 
ably so you can try every de¬ 
licious morsel, and see how 
many different hors d’oeuvres 
you can cover in the choco¬ 
late fountain. Revamp an old 
Halloween costume, or throw 
in a random piece of intricate 
fabric to your outfit that ex¬ 
presses your personality. 
The best touches are always 
the last minute ones. 
“I’ve got two dresses 
lined up for Gala, and 
I’m not going to decide 
which one until the day 
of. It makes it more spon¬ 
taneous that way!” added 
Dencie LeVeen ’ll. 
If you’re still worried 
about what you’re going 
to wear at this year’s Mo- 
town-themed Gala, just 
wear what you wore last 
year! People usually don’t 
remember, so don’t worry 
about making a repeat. Be sure to 
look dashing, and, more important¬ 
ly, have fun at Gala 2009. 
Student band Funkbone Strumpet performed Friday night in The Little Room. The band, spearheaded by senior Joe Williams, was one of many musical acts on campus this weekend. Funkbone Strumpet 
writes original songs, which they have recorded. The group plays music of the alternative rock and heavy metal genres. 
*■ t ... >■ • : • 
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The Silo Awaits Ryanhood 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
While Robin Hood steals from the 
rich to give to the poor, Ryanhood shares 
their music with audiences of all back¬ 
grounds and does so with originality. 
The music of Ryan Green and Cam¬ 
eron Hood is based out of Tuscan, Ariz. 
where the two musicians went to high 
school together and played in rival rock 
bands. A year apart from each other, 
Green and Hood stayed in touch after 
high school and eventually decided they 
wanted to perform together. 
“We took a liking to each other’s 
styles,” Green said. 
Ryanhood has performed full-time 
for five years. In general, Green is the 
music guy and Hood is the lyrics guy; 
however, the two also collaborate to cre¬ 
ate original songs. Green described their 
sound as a mix of Simon and Garfunkel, 
Nickel Creek and U2, all of which he 
considers to be his musical influences. 
However, Ryanhood is always looking to 
produce a distinctive sound. 
Variety in their music is important, 
especially when they regularly return 
to a venue. Green and Hood are always 
looking to revamp their songs, some¬ 
times adding instrumental parts like the 
harmonica and mandolin for an altered 
timbre. Their stage presence is sponta¬ 
neous as well, as they often make off-the- 
cuff, humorous comments in between 
songs that surprise even each other and 
enliven their performance. 
“Every time we play, evolution hap¬ 
pens,” Green said. 
This constant song reworking mir¬ 
rors Ryanhood’s sense that there is al¬ 
ways room for improvement. While 
Ryanhood feels like they’ve come a long 
way since street performing in Quincy 
Market, they always have a goal they are 
reaching for and a sense that they have 
not completely broken into the profes¬ 
sional music scene. 
“There’s always something we’re try¬ 
ing to reach,” Green said. 
Colleges are a Mecca for musical 
gigs, and Ryanhood visited 135 colleges 
across the country last year. Green is 
very familiar with Bates and had a friend 
from home who was in The Deansmen 
and graduated from Bates in 2004. Ry¬ 
anhood has performed at Bates four 
times and cited Bates as their favorite 
regular college venue. Green said that 
he and Hood look forward to their trip 
to Lewiston, where they always make it 
a point to stop at their favorite restaurant 
in the area - Gritty’s - for dinner before 
their show. Green is appreciative of the 
hospitality of the Chase Hall Committee. 
He finds the audience to be welcoming 
and the Silo to be a very fun and interest¬ 
ing space to make music. 
“I like that it’s a regular place to come 
to,” Green said. “It feels like family.” 
The families of Green and Hood were 
also musical influences on their playing. 
Green’s grandfather and Hood’s father 
were both musicians. As a child, Green 
was first introduced to music when he 
listened to his grandfather’s Dixie Land 
jazz band. His first instrument was the 
trumpet, but now he specializes in guitar 
and vocals. Green said that he is appre¬ 
ciative that both his and Hood’s families 
have been supportive of their musical 
careers. 
“We were lucky to have families that 
nudged us out into the world of music,” 
Green said. “We had families who loaded 
the cards for us.” 
Green graduated from Berkley Col¬ 
lege of Music, and Hood graduated from 
the University of Arizona. At Berkley, 
Green was surrounded by many talented 
musicians, which intimidated him at first. 
But he overcame the anxiety and instead 
used it to challenge his music. 
“It’s intimidating because there are a 
lot of musicians in Boston in general,” 
Green said. “The real goal is to be the 
most unique guitarist there.” 
When the group first started out, 
they were nameless. Joking around ini¬ 
tially, they came up with Ryanhood as 
a play on Robin Hood, a name which 
Hood thought was catchy, so it stuck. 
They still play around with humorous 
ideas for band names; however, for now, 
they hope to spread the name Ryanhood 
throughout the country. 
Green dreams that Ryanhood will 
reach a level where their music circulates 
and is remembered, preceding their con¬ 
cert appearances. Last year, they toured 
for seven months in the United States. 
Green also hopes to perform interna¬ 
tionally some day. 
Ryanhood is finalizing the recording 
of a new album, which they will release 
on April 4 at an album release concert 
in Tuscan. Their album, “The World 
Awaits,” is what Green considers to be 
Ryanhood’s crowning achievement. 
Ross Hogarth, a double Grammy-winner, 
is the producer for the album, marking 
the first time Ryanhood has ever worked 
with a producer. Green said that work¬ 
ing with a producer set the bar much 
higher. Joey Waronker, who has per¬ 
formed with R.E.M. and Fiona Apple, 
also plays on the album. 
“Our writing is better than it’s ever 
been,” Green said. “Our performances on 
the record are setting a new bar for us.” 
As advice to aspiring singer/song- 
writers and musicians, Green said that 
the best way to get your name out is 
networking. He recommended keep¬ 
ing in touch with musicians met on the 
road and exchanging contact informa¬ 
tion with other musicians. Ryanhood 
has met several musicians and groups 
during their tours; they have performed 
with Braddigan, who played at Bates on 
Saturday night, and Jason Mraz. Green 
said that it is surprising how far one little 
connection can go in making more win¬ 
dows for one’s music. 
“Work with everyone you can,” 
Green said. “Keep as many connections 
as you can.” 
Ryanhood will make their fourth Vil¬ 
lage Club Series appearance on Thurs¬ 
day, March 26 at 9 p.m. in the Benjamin 
Mays Center. 
Rudd and Segal: What’s Not to Love? 
Vt* HILLARY FINK 
STAFF WRITER 
V* 
Movie studios love to brand their 
products as “the perfect date movie.” 
These difficult-to-find films supposed¬ 
ly appeal to men and women equally, 
melding together the best aspects of 
seemingly opposing genres. For the 
most part, these movies end up dis¬ 
appointing everyone. However, Jon 
Hamburg’s “I Love You, Man,” starring 
Paul Rudd and Jason Segal, may have 
struck the perfect balance, creating a 
comedy that is topical and clever. 
Rudd stars as Peter Klaven, an L.A. 
realtor who is about to become the 
“perfect husband” to Rashida Jones’s 
Zooey. Peter is sensitive and thought¬ 
ful, but one night, as he makes root 
beer floats with chocolate straws for 
Zooey’s ladies night, he overhears her 
confessing her worries about Peter’s 
complete lack of male friends. Appar¬ 
ently Peter has been “a girlfriend guy,” 
spending all his energy on one serious 
relationship after another. 
With this suddenly brought to his 
attention, Peter sets out on the difficult 
task of meeting male friends in order 
to have groomsmen at his wedding. 
With help from his family, particularly 
Andy Samburg as his gay brother who 
claims to be skilled at seducing straight 
men, Peter goes out on a number of 
“man dates,” all of which are hilarious 
but prove to be complete failures. 
As is often the case in romantic 
comedies, Peter starts his bromance not 
on a blind date but through a- chance 
encounter. While at an open house for 
Lou “The Hulk” Ferrigno, Peter meets 
Sydney. Played by Jason Segal of “For¬ 
getting Sarah Marshall,” Sydney is self- 
assured, perceptive, brutally honest and 
a little crazy. Essentially, Sydney is Pe¬ 
ter’s polar opposite, and the two forge 
an instant bond. The only problem is 
that Peter has no idea how to hang out 
with other men. This is where much of 
the film’s comedy comes from, particu¬ 
larly in Peter’s inability to use slang or 
create nicknames. Instead, he spouts 
nonsense words or bizarre phrases 
like “in a jiff.” After Sydney casually 
bestows him with a clever nickname, 
Peter shoots back with the meaning¬ 
less “Jobin.” 
Soon, this bromance blossoms into 
true love, and Peter begins to spend 
all his free time with Sydney, playing 
Rush, walking Sydney’s dog Anwar Sa¬ 
dat and riding around Venice beach on 
a vespa. This begins to put strain on 
Peter’s actual relationship with Zooey. 
While the very end of the movie may 
be predictable, the events leading up to 
it are not, and the film’s genre crossing 
keeps it from ever seeming cheesy by 
turning various cliches on their heads. 
The key to the “perfect date movie” 
formula may be Paul Rudd himself. 
Much of the press for the film has fo¬ 
cused on the actor’s extreme likeable¬ 
ness, and as Peter in “I Love You, Man,” 
Rudd seems more like a regular guy 
than in any of his recent releases. He 
captures Peter’s awkwardness so well 
that you wonder how much this char¬ 
acter is like Rudd himself. The pairing 
of Rudd with Segal is perfect. Both 
have the rare ability to be simultane¬ 
ously raunchy and endearing, keeping 
the movie from ever veering too far to¬ 
wards gross out humor or romantic cli¬ 
ches. As a smart comedy that appeals 
to everyone, “I Love You, Man” is a true 
rarity and should not be missed. 
Roaring Review: 4.5 out of 5 Bobcats 
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The Creative Creations of Center Street Cafe 
LAURA BAUGHMAN 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
Ever since the demise of Bagels ’N 
Things, I’ve been searching for a suit¬ 
able replacement to meet my week¬ 
end brunch needs. A couple miles 
down the road from the empty husk 
that once was my favorite breakfast 
dive is the Center Street Cafe, a new 
addition to Auburn’s restaurant scene 
that is largely unknown to Bates stu¬ 
dents because it lies just beyond the 
beaten path. 
Upon entering the simply deco¬ 
rated, quaint eatery, I was greeted by 
the warm smiles of friendly waitress¬ 
es and I was intrigued by two large 
chalkboards advertising imagina¬ 
tive spins on breakfast favorites. The 
red pepper, spinach and feta omelet 
was tempting, as was the over-the- 
top decadence of lemon meringue 
French toast. In the end, the special 
I tried was the Reese’s peanut but¬ 
ter cup pancakes, which consisted of 
two fluffy cakes that were the size of 
dinner plates and packed with melty 
chocolate candies and Reese’s Pieces. 
The dish was an indulgent treat that 
satisfied my overactive sweet tooth - 
not a small feat. 
Another yummy spin on a classic 
dish was the southern eggs Benedict: 
a huge portion of tender poached eggs 
atop a flaky biscuit, smothered in a 
buttery Hollandaise sauce whose fiery 
aftertaste provided just enough spice 
to give the dish a real kick. The only 
downside to this otherwise perfect of¬ 
fering was the stone-cold hash browns 
that were served along with it. 
The Center Street Cafe offers cus¬ 
tom omelets and is proud to never use 
bottled egg whites. With this in mind, 
I ordered a veggie egg white omelet, 
which arrived packed with fresh veg¬ 
etables but lacking a bit in the amount 
of egg whites. Alongside the dish 
came homemade cinnamon bread that 
was warm, crusty and delicious. 
The food at the cafe was gener¬ 
ally very good, but it had some seri¬ 
ous service problems. Despite being 
two of only a few patrons, my dining 
companion and I had to wait at least 
ten minutes before a waitress even 
came to our table. Also, although my 
omelet was supposed to come with 
hash browns, they only made it to 
the table after I reminded the wait¬ 
ress of what the menu said. Never¬ 
theless, the folks at the Cafe were 
kind enough to take a small amount 
of money off the bill to make up for 
the lack of service. 
While the Center Street Cafe defi¬ 
nitely does not fill the brunch void left 
by the venerable Bagels ’N Things, it 
does warrant a visit by those who are 
a bit tired of standard breakfast offer¬ 
ings. The Cafe’s imaginative creations 
make it a unique and generally solid 
addition to L/A’s restaurant scene. 
Roaring Review: 3 out of 5 Bobcats 
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Continuing Collaborative A Cappella 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Performing in the Ronj makes for 
a very intimate setting and strong 
connection between the audience 
and the musician. Such was the at¬ 
mosphere during The Merimanders’ 
a cappella concert Friday night, 
which not only connected the audi¬ 
ence to the singers but also bridged 
musical ties between the group and 
their guest all-male a cappella group, 
The Williams Octet. 
Meri is their name, and merry 
does well to describe the attitude of 
the group. Every one of them had a 
smile on their face during the per¬ 
formance, even when performing 
Rihanna’s “Disturbia,” which was the 
closing song and the most well re¬ 
ceived on the set list. 
The only downside to performing 
in the Ronj is the small size of the 
stage, which is limiting to the musi¬ 
cians’ movement. While it is ideal 
for an acoustical setting, one would 
not expect there to be enough space 
for reggaeton dancing. However, de¬ 
spite the space limitations, The Meri¬ 
manders were able to pull off simple 
yet dynamic choreography that add¬ 
ed to the energy of “Disturbia,” their 
newest piece. 
“Disturbia” connotes discord; 
however, this was not the case for 
The Merimanders, who work very 
well together. The most noticeable 
element of their set was their abil¬ 
ity to harmonize. In an all-female 
group, it can be difficult to produce 
a song that is not too top-heavy 
with soprano voices; it is harder to 
achieve the large range that a co¬ 
ed group is able to with male and 
female voices. However, The Meri¬ 
manders found a nice balance that 
was accentuated by the incorpora¬ 
tion of harmony in each arrange¬ 
ment. Each member of the group 
was featured as a soloist or main 
harmonizer, showing the range of 
talent in the group. Other songs they 
performed included “Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered,” “Happy Ending” and the 
comical “Never Have I Ever.” 
The joyous persona of The Meri¬ 
manders extended to their hospitality 
in hosting The Williams Octet. The 
Williams men sang numbers ranging 
from Third Eye Blind to barbershop 
quartet-style. While performing at 
another college is undoubtedly dif¬ 
ferent than performing at your own 
school, The Williams Octet welcomed 
the opportunity. They even played 
off of the idea of being outsiders, 
concluding their set with a tradition¬ 
al Williams song that went “out to all 
those Williams alumni out there.” 
The concert continues a tradi¬ 
tion of connectivity between a cap¬ 
pella groups on and off campus as 







David Coleman, otherwise 
known as the “Dating Doctor,” 
came to Bates and spoke to a 
large crowd in the Benjamin 
Mays Center at 9 p.m. on Friday, 
March 20. The event, sponsored by 
the Chase Hall Committee, was well- 
attended; the Center was standing 
room only for anyone who did not 
get there early. 
Coleman has performed over 
2,500 shows and has talked to 2.5 
million people. He was named the 
2006 and 2008 Speaker of the Year 
by Campus Activities Magazine. 
Coleman said he got his start 
because he had always been good 
at talking to women, and his 
friends would always ask him for 
advice. His advice became so pop¬ 
ular that it turned into a job, and 
he became a sought-after speaker. 
His life is the inspiration for the 
movie “Hitch,” starring Will Smith. 
One of the true parts of the 
movie “Hitch” was that he had an 
allergic reaction that made his face 
look like a balloon. Coleman was 
taken to the emergency room and 
given benadryl, but, feeling self- 
conscious before a show, took all 
the benadryl he was supposed to 
take over several hours. He cannot 
remember the show, but he was in¬ 
vited back and was told that he was 
extremely funny. 
Coleman likes meeting new 
people but he does not like being 
on the road 200 days of the year. He 
considers his home his refuge. 
During his visit Coleman spoke 
very easily and had a talent for mak¬ 
ing the audience laugh, opening 
with lines like “I know I look more 
like Kevin James than Will Smith.” 
Early in the talk he handed out 
a sheet of paper with a set of ques¬ 
tions entitled “Your Jahari Window.” 
The questions on the sheet were 
“favorite animal, favorite color 
and favorite body of water.” Cole¬ 
man told each person to write 
down three adjectives to describe 
each category. Each question had a 
meaning: the adjectives used for a 
favorite animal signified “how you 
think others see you,” the adjectives 
for favorite color were “how you 
see yourself” and the adjectives for 
favorite body of water were “how 
you see sex.” 
He opened up five minutes at 
the end of the show to questions. 
Questions included “How do I get 
out of the friend zone?” and “Once 
a cheater always a cheater?” (Yes). 
Coleman positively reinforced peo¬ 
ple who said good things by giving 
them chocolates. 
Coleman also said that he 
knows 11,000 pick-up lines. He 
invited people to “challenge him” 
by starting a pick-up line that they 
thought he couldn’t finish. No one 
attempted to challenge him. 
Coleman said that one of the 
most important things to remember 
is that infatuation is not love. Cole¬ 
man explained that healthy relation¬ 
ships need trust, respect, intimacy, 
passion and commitment. Studies 
show that the main quality women 
look for in men is that they can make 
them laugh, according to Coleman. 
'Bates 
He also mentioned that women 
are less attracted to nice guys be¬ 
cause they are too needy and des¬ 
perate. Men need to have their “own 
thing” going on to seem interesting 
to women. 
Stressing the importance of 
spending time together, Coleman 
said, “Anything that helps people 
connect is a great thing.” 
He advised people to look for 
significant others who comple¬ 
ment them, not “complete them” 
because “...what are you going to 
do if that person leaves you? Are 
you going to be incomplete?” This 
distinction is so important to Cole¬ 
man that when people ask him 
about finding people that com¬ 
plete them, he answers their ques¬ 
tions personally. 
Coleman sold books at the end, 
offering deals for larger purchases. 
The money made from the sale of 
his books is going to medical care 
for his sister who was recently diag¬ 
nosed with cancer. 
More Information on the Dating 
Doctor can be found at http://www. 
datingdoctor. com/index, html 
BRIGID DUNN/THE BATES STUDENT 
During his talk, David Coleman had students fill out a Jahari Window. By list¬ 
ing three adjectives about their favorite animal, color and body of water, Cole¬ 
man told students that they were describing how they thought other people 
saw them, how they saw themselves, and how they defined their sex lives. 
+ 
The Bates Student, Tuesday, March 24, 2009 13 
+ 
Artistry without Attachment to Approval 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Author Junot Diaz Visits Bates 
for A Reading and Discussion of the Writing Process 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“I was one of those kids who 
decided early on I wanted to be an 
artist. I made the tragic decision 
to be a writer,” said author Junot 
Diaz, addressing a full audience in 
the Benjamin Mays Center last Fri¬ 
day afternoon. His decision was a 
spectacular travesty, as his work is 
truly a gift. Diaz’s writing is coura¬ 
geously honest. It is intricate and 
masterly crafted. His work is mul¬ 
tifaceted, simultaneously poignant 
and funny. 
Diaz is a widely acclaimed au¬ 
thor. His latest book, “The Brief and 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” re¬ 
ceived the 2008 Pulitzer Prize, the 
National Book Critics Circle Award, 
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, the 
John Sargent Sr. First Novel Prize 
and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize. 
He is also the author of “Drown,” a 
collection of short stories. Diaz was 
born in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, and his writing is influ¬ 
enced by his heritage. 
During his talk, Diaz mentioned 
several inspirational artists. He called 
the work of Poet Jean Franco “remark¬ 
able and fucking brilliant.” He said the 
work of Anjana Appachana, author of 
Incantations and Other Stories “had a 
tremendous impact on me as an art¬ 
ist.” Filmmaker Craig Baldwin, who 
directed the short film, “Tribulation 
99,” was also particularly influential to 
Diaz’s latest work. 
In mentioning the impact these 
artists had on him, Diaz also discussed 
his decision to dedicate his life to art. 
He suggested that in youth we are all 
changed and rearranged by what we 
read, see and hear. 
“When you’re young, you’re moved 
by art in that way. It was that moment 
where I knew I was the best that I 
could be.” 
At the end of the day, Diaz is 
comforted by his career choice. “I 
didn’t fuck anyone over,” he said of 
being a writer. “I didn’t make anyone 
poor. There is no violence in being 
an artist.” 
Diaz’s craft is doubtlessly artful. 
“No regular artist thinks you’re an 
artist,” he said of being a writer. 
His writing is tangible proof to 
those non-believers. 
Diaz read two excerpts, the first of 
which was from his short story “The 
Sun the Moon and the Stars.” 
“Here’s a story,” he began, “I’m not 
going to read the whole damn thing.” 
What followed was a heartbreakingly 
hilarious story about a couple that 
made the decision to keep vacation 
plans even when it was evident the 
relationship needed to end. 
The second reading was from the 
short story “Wildwood,” which ap¬ 
peared in The New Yorker in June of 
2007. The story was beautifully dev¬ 
astating, describing the experience of 
a young girl named Lola whose world 
is shattered. Lola’s mother asks her to 
feel the lump she has just discovered 
in her breast. “Lo siento, I feel it,” 
says Lola, her hand pressing on her 
mothers’ bare chest as the two stand 
together in the bathroom. 
Diaz’s writing is absolutely multi¬ 
layered and powerfully evocative. 
After the reading, Diaz took ques¬ 
tions from the audience. 
“Were you just working on one 
book for 10 years?” asked John Rosen¬ 
berg ’09. 
“Sounds grim, right?” responded 
Diaz, laughing, and he began to dis¬ 
cuss the necessity of failure: “Ap¬ 
proval didn’t mean all that much to 
me. Approval demands much quicker 
response. A writer and an artist are 
not a writer and an artist because he 
or she does it well all the time. You 
discover you’re an artist not when 
you’re doing well but when you fail. 
Sometimes you’ve got to fail. What’s 
important is sticking with it until the 
end. It’s easy to be an artist when it’s 
easy.” 
Diaz criticized a culture in which 
approval is expected. 
“You can’t be a good artist if 
you’re attached to approval,” con¬ 
tinued Diaz. “It’s a problem with the 
culture when approval becomes the 
dominating standard.” 
The artist who is not obsessed 
with approval is doing something 
new, commented Diaz, and what’s 
new is rarely easily accepted. The 
comment conjures grand images 
of artistic movements of resistance 
and revolution. Think impression¬ 
ism, photography and the episto¬ 
lary novel. 
The artist that feels he or she is 
swimming upstream is struggling for 
the greater good. The artist that goes 
against the grain does so for the sake 
of creation, and so that those who 
receive their creation will be rear¬ 
ranged in the best of ways, accord¬ 
ing to Diaz. 
Diaz’s work has the power to 
reassemble all who revive it and, 
concerned with approval or not, his 
reading on Friday ended with a re¬ 
sounding round of applause. 
URIEL GONZALE^/THE BATES STUDENT 
At his lecture, author Junot Diaz spoke openly about the creative writing 
process. He stressed that in order to truly be an artist, one has to block out 
the desire for approval and develop art that is new, edgy and unique. 
Invest a year. 
Get a career’s 
worth of returns. 
An intensive, one-year Master’s program, designed to accommodate students with little 
or no previous experience or coursework in Computer Science, the CSPP provides an 
up-close, in-depth perspective of the current art and practice of computing. With a focus 
on computer science fundamentals and the requirements of business today, the CSPP 
provides the instruction and training essential to harnessing new technologies and putting 
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Field Conditions Inhibit Spring Athletes 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
Covered in a sheet of snow and ice, Leahey Field remains unusable. Bates’ baseball team practices in the Grey Cage and travels south to play their games until the field is usable. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 
Overall it’s Shwartz’s relaxed 
attitude that allows him to over¬ 
come the challenges early spring 
weather presents. 
“Personally, I don’t think it’s af¬ 
fected my performance, it’s just part 
of being in Maine.” 
Meanwhile, softball senior Co-Cap- 
tain Christina Knobel ’09, also a pitcher, 
presented a different perspective. 
“As a pitcher for the softball 
team, I’d say it's very difficult to go 
from pitching in sneakers on a flat 
hard rubber surface with no station¬ 
ary rubber to pitching wearing cleats 
on a dirt field that has been dug up 
by the other team’s pitcher.” 
Each athlete’s experience and 
perspective can be so vastly differ¬ 
ent during the spring season. 
“I think that for us and the base¬ 
ball team, it is a pretty tough strug¬ 
gle to perform at our full potential 
when we have been the only teams 
at Bates that consistently practice on 
a surface that isn’t even close to the 
surface we play on,” said Knobel. 
Knobel also mentioned some 
of the technical obstacles with 
which she and her teammates 
have to deal. 
“It’s really hard to take ground¬ 
ers off the floor of the Grey Cage, 
and outfield practice is nearly im¬ 
possible thanks to the hanging lights 
and giant separator in the middle of 
the space.” 
Softball’s other senior Co-Cap- 
tain Stacia Saniuk portrayed similar 
unpleasant circumstances. 
“The Grey Cage is the least bit 
ideal for us to be practicing in,” 
said Saniuk in an e-mail. “Because 
of years of roof patching instead 
of completely fixing/re-doing the 
roof, every time it rains, or there is 
any sort of melting, the Cage leaks. 
Last year there was one practice 
with 48 buckets scattered around 
the Cage. The Cage isn’t big enough 
for us to have a full field anyways, 
never mind with buckets scattered 
all over the place. In addition, the 
floor is slippery. We always have 
some pulled groins and hamstrings 
at the beginning.” 
Even if players can survive the 
indoor season without injury, it 
seems that the indoor surfaces do a 
poor job of simulating the outdoor 
game fields. 
“There is absolutely no give to 
the floor,” said Saniuk, “making back 
injuries almost a given. There is also 
a huge difference between fielding 
a grounder on a floor and fielding 
on dirt. It’s hard to get prepared for 
a season without the actual medium 
you play on. The Athletic Depart¬ 
ment installed new lights a couple 
of days ago in the Cage, which is 
great because the lighting was bad 
before, however, it makes it nearly 
impossible to hit fly balls.” 
It would seem that for Knobel and 
Saniuk Knobel playing inside puts the 
team at a huge disadvantage. 
Perhaps there is a silver lining to 
this dark cloud. 
“Our coaches always joke about 
how if you can field a ball off the 
floor of the Cage, you can field any¬ 
thing,” said Knobel. 
Perhaps being forced to practice 
under these less-than-ideal condi¬ 
tions can indeed set up Bates’ ath¬ 
letes to take a tougher approach to¬ 
wards their competition. 
Coach Jay Hartshorn of the wom¬ 
en’s track team agrees. Hartshorn 
makes sure to talk to her athletes 
about the fact that many NESCAC 
schools go to Florida or California 
to register qualifying marks during 
their spring breaks. This can often 
be daunting for the Bates women to 
witness as they see their competi¬ 
tion from Colby running champion- 
ship-qualifying times when they’ve 
hardly been able to step foot on an 
outdoor track. 
Hartshorn assures the women’s 
team that the times or marks their 
rivals post really just create the il¬ 
lusions that they are ahead of the 
game. When these teams come back 
to New England, they only become 
discouraged by the fact that colder, 
harsher weather conditions are not 
as conducive to fast times or far 
jumps as say the Florida weather. 
This, she believes, puts Bates 
athletes at an advantage. Her wom¬ 
en don’t have to carry thp mental 
baggage of knowing that they were 
able to perform better just a cou¬ 
ple weeks prior. Not only that, but 
many teams that go elsewhere to 
compete might not perform as well 
as they did until later in the sea¬ 
son when New England begins to 
resemble spring. This also might put 
Bates’ challengers at a psychologi¬ 
cal disadvantage as many of these 
athletes might become frustrated by 
the slow or reverse progression of 
their season. 
Men and women’s tennis Coach 
Paul Gastonguay also has an opti¬ 
mistic view towards the spring sea¬ 
son and doesn’t necessarily see the 
teams’ inability to get outside as a 
hindrance to their game. 
“It would be nice to get outside 
on the hard courts and spread out, 
but we are fortunate to be able to 
play on an actual tennis court every 
day of practice. We have a great in¬ 
door facility.” 
It seems clear in comparing the 
softball team’s experience with that 
of the men and women’s tennis 
teams that facility practice space is 
a large factor contributing to how 
the teams are affected by the Maine 
weather. Regardless, attitude seems 
to make all the difference. 
For example, one would expect 
a sport relying completely on good 
old Mother Nature to be in the worst 
position of all. Senior Co-Captain 
Nicole Ritchie of the women’s row¬ 
ing team and an All-American in 
the sport believes that the weather 
drastically affects her performance. 
Perhaps this is not surprising. 
“The water we row on (Gulf Is¬ 
land Pond, part of the Androscog¬ 
gin that our boathouse is on) is 
typically frozen at least until the 
end of March,” wrote Ritchie in an 
e-mail. “Our first races are the first 
weekend of April. My sophomore 
year, I think we had been on the 
water about two times before this 
first race. Usually by the third or 
fourth week in March, we end up 
trying to find a temp site some¬ 
where below the falls where we 
put our docks in, hope they don’t 
get carried off by the current and 
row out of our trailer, keeping an 
eye out for floating ice chunks and 
spring debris. I wouldn’t be too 
surprised if we saw a penguin one 
of these days.” 
However, one can see reverbera¬ 
tions of what Coach Hartshorn tells 
the track team in Ritchie’s philoso¬ 
phy as she comments of the mental 
and physical edge that the ladies 
work on building while they are 
unable to get out onto the water. 
“This is pretty different than 
our competitors. I have heard that 
this winter the section of the river 
where Trinity rows did not freeze 
at all. But most of us take the ‘dis¬ 
advantage’ as fuel for the fire. We 
train and focus well indoors in or¬ 
der to give them a serious challenge 
anyway...It is about this time in the 
spring that makes me wonder if I 
am on a rowing or intense personal 
strength training team.” 
While it certainly depends on 
each team’s specific situation and 
some are certainly much worse off 
than others, it looks like the ath¬ 
letes’ and coaches’ experiences are 
exactly what they make of them. 
“If you play spring sports in the 
Northeast, you know the weather 
isn’t going to be what it may be 
in San Diego,” said Head Baseball 
Coach Edwin Thompson. “So I tell 
my guys I am not worried about the 
weather. We work in the Grey Cage, 
and it works just fine for us, and 
we are able to get the work in that 
we need to get in. Of course [in a] 
perfect world, we could have a turf 
baseball field so we could practice 
and play games once the weather 
was warm enough and we wouldn’t 
have to wait until the snow was 
off the field. My philosophy is we 
don’t worry about what we don’t 
have, we just worry about what we 
do have.” 
Besides, as many of us here at 
Bates have learned, true Mainers 
are used to toughing things out. 
Baseball 0-5 in Dirty South, Still Optimistic 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
The baseball team struggled in its 
trip down to Georgia, going 0-5 on 
the weekend and dropping to 2-6 on 
the season. 
After starting the 2009 campaign 
2-1 over February break in Florida, the 
Bobcats headed to Georgia last week 
to face non-conference opponents 
Oglethorpe University and the Univer¬ 
sity of West Georgia. 
The Bobcats lost a heartbreaker in 
their first game against West Georgia. 
After falling behind 9-4 in the fifth in¬ 
ning, the Bobcats rallied with 2 runs 
in the sixth inning to cut the deficit 
to 9-6. In the seventh, sophomore 
Jake Simon belted a 3-run home run 
and sophomore Noah Lynd scored on 
sophomore Gordy Webb’s sacrifice fly 
to give the Bobcats a 10-9 lead. 
After West Georgia picked up two 
runs in the eighth inning, Bates fought 
back again, scoring on a sac fly to tie 
the game at 11-11 in the top of the 
ninth. Unfortunately for the Bobcats, 
West Georgia scored on a throwing er¬ 
ror in the bottom of the last inning giv¬ 
ing them the 12-11 win. 
The next day, in the first half of a 
doubleheader against West Georgia, 
Bates took a 3-2 lead into the fifth 
inning on runs from sophomores Pat 
Murphy, Noah Burke and Rich Vellotta. 
West Georgia roared back, picking up 
5 runs in the final two innings to win 
7-3 in the seven-inning game. 
In the second half of the double- 
header, the Bobcats found themselves 
in a 7-1 hole after two innings but ral¬ 
lied back. After picking up 2 runs in 
the top of the third, Bates held West 
Georgia to just 1 run over the next 
three innings and trailed 8-3 going into 
the sixth inning. In the sixth, the Bates 
offense exploded, picking up 7 runs. 
Bates systematically loaded the 
bases through walks, stolen bases and 
singles and then slowly chipped away 
at the West Georgia lead. At the end of 
the sixth inning, the Bobcats led 10-8. 
Once again however, West Georgia 
did not quit, scoring 3 runs in the bot¬ 
tom of the sixth and holding on for an 
11-10 win and the three-game sweep 
over Bates. 
Bates played tough against 
Oglethorpe University but once again 
lost two close games. In game one of 
the doubleheader, Bates was tied 1-1 
with Oglethorpe in the bottom of the 
last inning with two outs but gave up a 
single which drove home a run. Ogelt- 
horpe won 2-1. 
In game two, first-year Michael 
Ciummei drove senior Matt Devin 
home with a single in the sixth in¬ 
ning but that was all the offense Bates 
could muster, falling 3-1. 
Bates ended the road trip 0-5. Af¬ 
ter the first seven games, sophomore 
outfielder Chris Burke has a .310 bat¬ 
ting average and leads Bates with 9 
RBIs and 9 hits. 
Bates looks to put the losses be¬ 
hind them and focus on their first 
conference games when they travel 
to Massachusetts this weekend for 
three games against NESCAC-rival 
Tufts University. 
“This [upcoming] weekend is 
obviously big for us,” said Captain 
BenThayer in an e-mail. “We’re really 
confident going into the series. Our of¬ 
fense is starting to click and we feel 
good about where our pitching staff is 
at. We’ve been down early in a lot of 
our games, but we know we’re never 
out of a game. It’s important for us to 
get ahead early and take control of the 
games. Even though 0-5 is the last thing 
we wanted out of our trip, we got as 
many positives as we could out of it 
and we didn’t lose our confidence. We 
still know what we are and what we’re 
capable of doing.” 
The Pop Shoppe CT 
413 Main Street, Lewiston 777-SHOP 
Tuesday - Sunday 7am-2pm (Breakfast only Sat. & Sun.) 
SHOW YOUR BATES ID AND 
RECIEVE 1096 DISCOUNT i THE BAKE SHOP 
Gifts, Crafts, and Treats 
During Regular 
Pop Shoppe Hours 
Silpada Jewelry For Sale 
By Order In 
THE BAKE SHOP 
THE BAKE SHOP IS OPEN! 
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Just Madness 
as Usual 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 
Seriously though, that is eight of 
32 first-round games. I am not a math 
major, but senior Dylan Mogk is and 
he tells me that 8/32 is 25 percent. 
Whoever wrote that column may 
have more experience, credentials 
and knowledge of sports and March 
Madness, but even my grandmother 
was up in arms over the upsets. 
I really thought number 12 West¬ 
ern Kentucky had a shot over num¬ 
ber five Illinois, but I did not think it 
was that reasonable. Nor did I think 
number 11 Dayton had a chance 
against number six West Virginia 
(you owe me big time Mountain¬ 
eers). I called number 12 Arizona 
over number five Utah because re¬ 
ally, how hard is Utah’s regular sea¬ 
son schedule? Number 12 Wisconsin 
over number five Florida pissed me 
off but did not surprise me because 
Wisconsin has had great teams in the 
not-so-distant past. 
But of all of the ones that I 
missed, number 13 Cleveland State 
over number four Wake Forest got 
me the worst. I love the upset and 
it is great for basketball, but Wake 
messed up my almost perfect Sweet 
16. Would have, could have, should 
have, right Wake? 
I am not a college basketball 
genius nor am I pretending to be 
one. What I am is a sports fan. As 
Managing Sports Editor Mac King 
put it last week, regardless of the 
outcome, filling out a bracket makes 
the tournament far more exciting. If 
this were not true, I would not have 
called Wake Forest a bunch of sis¬ 
sies when I saw they were down by 
19 to Cleveland State. I also probably 
would not have punched the couch 
cushions following Siena’s win over 
Ohio State. 
How much meaning can a stupid 
piece of paper with a bunch of blank 
lines mean? A lot. Some people put 
down serious dough on these games. 
Me? I may have a dollar or two here 
and there, but having my picks writ¬ 
ten down saves me from playing the 
bandwagon game. I was extremely 
guilty of this with Davidson last year 
and I wanted to avoid it at all costs 
this year. 
When I pick an upset, I want to 
tell everyone - even my sister who 
probably thinks March Madness is 
some sort of drinking game. Contrary 
to this, when an upset happens to a 
team that I chose to move on, I want 
to blame the idiot who shot 2-12 
from three-point land even though it 
is not his fault. 
Like many sports writers, I am 
quick to point a finger if the outcome 
of a game, trade or other sporting 
event does not match my prediction. 
It is the nature of sports. If something 
goes wrong, blame it on a weak play¬ 
er, a bad ref or an utterly absurd mo¬ 
ment in the game. I tried this late Fri¬ 
day night when Siena sent Ohio State 
packing at almost the same time Flor¬ 
ida State was bounced by Wisconsin. 
There was no one to blame be¬ 
cause honestly how can the unpre¬ 
dictability and excitement of March 
Madness make anyone mad? 
Ultimately, a few bad games set 
me back a few points in the pool I 
am in, but it was nothing serious. Af¬ 
ter the first round, 15 of my Sweet 16 
picks were still kicking. While I think 
I picked a relatively strong bracket, I 
looked at the number of upsets and 
could not help but laugh at the ESPN, 
com headline of predictability. 
The first day saw a few upsets, 
but none bigger than number 12 
Western Kentucky University over 
number five Illinois. This was a big 
upset and provided the spark for 
day two of round one, both days of 
round two and hopefully the rest of 
the tournament. 
One of the best (or worst depend¬ 
ing on who you are) things about 
March Madness is that there is no rest 
for the weary. Following the disas¬ 
trous finale to round one that includ¬ 
ed one of my Sweet 16 teams being 
not so sweet, I rested my eyes and 
brain. Countless hours of basketball 
works the mind more than home¬ 
work, though I am almost positive it 
is less valuable for my future. 
Homework seems to take the 
backseat when March Madness is on, 
but I want my professors to know that 
my brain is getting its daily workload. 
I still read and write, but it is less 
constructive as it is most often with 
the TV on and volume turned up. 
Thankfully March Madness only goes 
for another two weeks or else my 
parents would be calling the registrar 
with fuming heads over my slipping 
performance. Mom, that is a joke. 
All kidding aside, I am not that much 
of a slacker, couch potato or basketball 
hooligan. In fact, I hardly watch college 
basketball throughout the year with the 
exception of a big game here and there. 
That did not stop me from waking up 
on Saturday and settling into the couch 
for a few hours. 
I had picked round two nearly 
perfectly, though the final three games 
of the round saw my bracket making 
its way towards the pile of rubbish in 
the corner. 
Michigan State almost sent them¬ 
selves packing against a feisty USC 
squad while Louisville came unbe¬ 
lievably close to hanging their heads 
thanks to Siena. Missouri hung on 
againSt Marquette thanks to a bone- 
head inbound play by Marquette for¬ 
ward Lazar Hayward. 
Upsets galore, games coming 
down to the absolute last second and 
players, coaches and fans showing 
some serious animation. This is what 
we have seen so far in the 2009 tour¬ 
nament. It is unpredictable, enter¬ 
taining and it puts you on the edge 
of your seat. This is March Madness. 
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Caroline Thomas 509 
3RIGID DUNN/THE BATES STUDENT 
Senior Co-Captain 
Caroline Thomas 
netted six goals 
against conference- 
rival Wesleyan on 
Saturday. Thomas’ 
last goal was also 
the final score of 
the game, giving the 
Bobcats a 14-13 lead 
with 16 seconds left 
to play in the game. 
Thomas leads all 
Bates scorers this 
season with 23 goals. 
She has a ridiculous 
shooting percentage 
of .500. 
Men’s Tennis Shuts 
Out USM, Brandeis 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
Senior Captain Ben Stein returns his opponent’s shot in Friday’s demolition of USM. 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
STAFF WRITER 
Men’s tennis had a successful 
weekend, blowing out both South¬ 
ern Maine and Brandeis 9-0 and 
8-0, respectively. 
At Friday afternoon’s home game 
against Southern Maine, Ben Stein ’09, 
Amrit Rupasinghe ’10, Max Berger ’10, 
Michael Reiss ’10, Ryan Mannelly TO 
and Zach Fenno TO were victorious. 
On Saturday versus Brandeis, Stein, 
Rupasinghe, Berger, Reiss and Mannel¬ 
ly all won matches. Fenno’s number- 
six match was cancelled because of 
time constraints. The closest match of 
the day was at the number four spot 
in which Reiss outlasted Judge Mayur 
Kasetty 6-1, 5-7, 15-13. 
The Bobcats, currently ranked 22nd 
in the country, improved their season 
record to 5-1. The team will next com¬ 





ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Junior Alex Piacquad won Bates’ 
lone point in her tennis match against 
Brandeis University’s Gabrielle Helf- 
gott over the past weekend. The Bob¬ 
cats lost to the Judges 8-1, dropping 
their dual-match record to 2-4. 
Piacquad won 6-4, 2-6, 10-4 in 
her number-two-singles, third-set-tie¬ 
breaking match. She also competed in 
number one doubles alongside team¬ 
mate senior Captain Caryn Benisch. 
The duo lost their match 8-5. 
Also in the doubles competition, 
first-years Erika Blauth and Brooke 
Morse-Karzen played a close match 
against Brandeis’ Gabrielle Helfgott 
and Nina Levine. This Bobcat duo 
lost, 9-8. 
In the singles, Morse-Karzen 
played well as the number four 
seed but dropped the set 6-2, 6-4. 
Blauth also played a close match in 
number five singles, dropping the 
set 6-3, 6-4. 
The women will next compete 
against Bowdoin in their second NES- 
CAC match. The event will be held at 




With tons of online classes available this summer, 
you have no excuse not to Catch Up or Get Ahead. 
With just your laptop, you can take courses from the 
tel beach, your parents’ couch or your dorm room at Bates. 
Online courses can fit your schedule, whether it’s balancing 
a job, summer vacation or play time. With quality UVM 
credits, transferring is easy* 
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Men’s Lacrosse Tallies First Win 
--—- 
l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Junior Nick Sampson carries the ball around a pair of Wesleyan defensemen while looking to take a shot. Bates lost 13-8. 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The men’s lacrosse team finally got 
in the win column this week, celebrat¬ 
ing their first victory of the 2009 season 
against Gordon College. The Bobcats 
beat the Fighting Scots by a score of 13-8. 
After falling in a close 11-8 battle against 
the Wesleyan Cardinals on Saturday, the 
Bobcats now stand 1-5 overall and 0-3 in 
the NESCAC. 
Tuesday’s game against Gordon be¬ 
gan with the Bobcats trailing 4-1. Bates 
managed to narrow the deficit to 1 goal, 
entering the half down 4-3- 
It wasn’t until the fourth quarter that 
Bates really kicked it into high gear, scor¬ 
ing 7 unanswered goals to take their first 
and final lead of the game. Tyler Moore 
’09 scored an impressive 4 goals on the 
afternoon, 3 of which came in the game’s 
final period. 
First-year Phil Campanella tallied 2 
goals and 4 assists of his own. Co-Captain 
Nate Kellogg ’09 had 1 goal and 1 assist. 
Junior Evan Bagley played a major sup¬ 
porting role for the Bobcat attack with 4 
assists. First-years Reid Whelan and Ja¬ 
son Hichbom each celebrated their first 
goals of their collegiate careers. 
Saturday’s conference match-up 
against Wesleyan sadly saw a less trium¬ 
phant fate. The I4th-ranked Cardinals 
edged the Bobcats by a score of 11-8 af¬ 
ter a closely contested game. 
Wesleyan was up 2-1 with seconds 
to go in the first period when goalkeeper 
Adam Scharff T2, in what was arguably 
his best game of the season thus far, 
stuffed a shot from the Cardinal attack. 
Scharff launched the ball down the field 
in a Hail Mary clear to Moore who found 
the back of an empty net at the buzz¬ 
er, tying the game at 2. A 5-goal scor¬ 
ing spree from the opposition left the 
Bobcats trailing at the end of the second 
quarter, 7-3. 
After the break, the Bobcats were 
able to narrow the gap to 8-6 going into 
the final quarter. In the fourth, Moore 
and Dave Barrett TO each scored 1 
goal to tie the game at 8. The Cardi¬ 
nals pressed on to score 3 in the final 
15 minutes, leaving the Bobcats trailing 
11-8 at the final buzzer. 
The team will play Southern 
Maine on Tuesday before playing 
Amherst in their fourth NESCAC con¬ 
test of the season. 
Lamdin and Drake All-American at NCAAs 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
This past week in Minneapolis, 
Minn., three of Bates’ finest swimmers 
and divers proudly represented the 
Bobcat name; two took home All-Amer¬ 
ican honors and the team placed 29th 
at the NCAA Division III Swimming and 
Diving Championships. 
Katelyn Drake TO, Kelsey Lamdin 
’09 and Charlotte Green ’ll along with 
Head Coach Peter Casares and Diving 
Coach Mike Bartley hopped on a plane 
bound for Minneapolis last Monday af¬ 
ternoon. With the competition set to 
begin on Wednesday, the women had 
a full day to practice and adjust to the 
new University Aquatic Center setting at 
the University of Minnesota. 
Before Bates’ swimmers and diver 
could return home to show off their 
hardware, the Bobcats had a bit of a 
scare. Lamdin smacked her head and 
hands on the board in warm-ups. Hitting 
the water, Lamdin assumed she had just 
hit her hands on the way down. Then 
she saw blood. 
She and Bartley raced to the ER where 
a doctor mended her head wound with 
15 staples. In true Bobcat spirit, Lamdin 
made it back in time to compete and im¬ 
pressed everyone as she bravely stepped 
right back onto the board to secure her 
eighth and final All-American title in 
Bates’ signature garnet and black suit. 
Lamdin bounced back in an impres¬ 
sive one-hour recovery to earn 10th 
place in the lm diving event. She earned 
her seventh All-American honor in the 
3m event on Wednesday with a sixth- 
place finish. 
“I was really impressed with her,” said 
Drake. “It said a lot that she just didn’t 
give up and throw in the towel when she 
was bleeding from the head.” 
A more detailed account of the story 
and the crowd’s reaction to the rather 
heroic event can be read on College- 
Swimming.com. 
In her second appearance at the 
NCAA Championships, Drake earned 
an All-American badge in the 100 
backstroke, touching tile in a swift 
57.87 seconds for a final 15th-place 
finish. Drake also landed the 21st po¬ 
sition in the 200 backstroke event and 
the 51st in the 200 IM. 
A rookie to the NCAA Finals, Green 
leaves the Midwest with an impressive 
17th-place finish in the 100-yd freestyle 
event. Green also took 46th in the 50-yd 
freestyle and 45th in the 200-yd freestyle. 
Setting the staple setback aside, 
Coach Casares is still beaming from the 
week’s events. 
“The women on this trip have been 
nothing short of phenomenal this week,” 
he said. “This whole season has been 
defined by performances that just a few 
months ago they didn’t believe were pos¬ 
sible. This weekend was no exception.” 
The women’s side graduates four of 
its members this year, including a soon- 
to-be-missed Lamdin who now stands as 
Bates’ most decorated diver. 
'Cats Eat Birds; Women’s 
Lacrosse Beats Wesleyan 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
An 18-3 demolition of the Univer¬ 
sity of New England (UNE) on March 
17 was just icing on the cake for the 
women’s lacrosse team, who earned 
their first NESCAC win this Saturday 
against Wesleyan in a 5-goal come¬ 
back. Bates won 14-13. 
The Bobcats trailed their con¬ 
ference rivals 13-9 with only 16:42 
left to play when the Bobcat offense 
embarked on a 5-goal scoring spree, 
clinching the lead with only 16 sec¬ 
onds remaining on the clock. Senior 
Co-Captain Caroline Thomas netted 6 
goals on the afternoon, including the 
game winner. 
Wesleyan took the first lead of the 
game, boasting a 2-0 advantage early 
on. An impressive 6-goal rebuttal from 
the Bobcats brought the score to 6-2. 
By the half, the Cardinals had nar¬ 
rowed the gap, trailing 8-6. 
Maggie Reilly T2 netted the Bob¬ 
cat’s ninth goal to begin the second 
half. Unfortunately, Reilly’s goal wasn’t 
enough to crush the opposition’s spirit, 
and the Cardinals continued to press 
on, taking a 13-9 lead with just over 
h^lf of the period to go. 
With 14 minutes and change on the 
clock, scoring phenom Thomas began 
what was soon to be an unanswered 
5-goal spree that would carry the Bob¬ 
cats to their first conference victory. 
First-year Caroline Pierce netted goals 
number 11 and 13 around a 12 th deliv¬ 
ered by first-year Joan O’Neil. Thomas’ 
sixth and final goal of the afternoon 
was lucky number 14 for Bates. She 
found the back of the net off of a pass 
from sophomore Abby Saucier. 
“We just played really well as a 
unit,” said Co-Captain Lauren Kruck. “I 
think that everyone realized how bad 
the last two losses have hurt and ev¬ 
eryone stepped it up to finish.” 
Tuesday’s game against UNE gave 
the Bobcat rookies and vets alike a 
chance to stretch their legs and show 
their talent. Saucier was the star-scorer 
for the afternoon, notching 3 goals and 
1 assist. First-years Lindsay Thompson, 
O’Neil and Pierce buried two goals 
apiece for Bates. Both goalkeepers got 
time between the pipes. 
After this week’s duo of W’s, the 
team stands 4-2 overall and 1-2 in the 
NESCAC. The team plays Babson on 
the road this Wednesday, followed by 
a conference game against Amherst at 
home this Saturday afternoon. 
Maine Weather Leaves Bates’ Spring 
Athletes in A Unique Position 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
As many Bates students and staff 
are well aware, spring in Maine 
comes a little later than we’d like. 
While members of our peer institu¬ 
tions are enjoying rising tempera¬ 
tures and an increasingly greener 
landscape, we Batesies are left 
wondering how long it will take for 
our massive heaps of brown snow 
to melt. 
Once the snow piles do begin 
to slowly dissipate, our campus 
becomes littered with puddles, ex¬ 
posed trash and mud, as this long 
and ugly process makes it difficult 
to envision that beacon of light 
that is spring. Once spring finally 
does arrive, one can feel the cam¬ 
pus come alive. We all remember, 
once again, that Maine isn’t so bad, 
and that Bates is a pleasant place 
to be. However, waiting for this all 
to happen can be truly depress¬ 
ing, and many of us have asked 
ourselves more than once why we 
didn’t consider looking at schools 
in warmer climates. 
Most of Bates’ spring varsity 
sport athletes are probably doing 
just that right about now. All teams’ 
seasons have commenced, some 
have been competing since Febru¬ 
ary, but none are currently able to 
play or practice on their respec¬ 
tive outdoor surfaces. The lacrosse 
teams are the exceptions to this rule 
as they compete on the ploughable 
field turf. 
This surely has to have some 
ramifications for the athletes and 
coaches, whether they be mental, 
physical or both. Overall, though, 
the effects seem to be mixed and de¬ 
pendent on the athlete and sport. 
Senior baseball Captain Ben 
Shwartz doesn’t see the poor 
weather and lack of outdoor prac¬ 
tice space as having any impact on 
his game. 
“It hasn’t really affected the 
way I prepare for the season,” said 
Shwartz in an e-mail. “Throwing in¬ 
side compared to outside doesn’t 
really matter to me.” 
Instead, Shwartz expressed a dif¬ 
ferent frustration. 
“It’s tough when games continu¬ 
ally get postponed because they add 
up. But it’s something we’vealways 
dealt with.” 







One 13 seed over 
a four seed, three 12 
seeds over five seeds, 
one 11 seed over a six seed, three 10 
seeds over seven seeds and two nine 
seeds over an 8, and I am left with 
a solid but messy bracket after just 
two rounds. It will only be solid for 
one more weekend as I predict my 
bracket to head for the trash follow¬ 
ing the next round of games. 
If it is not immediately apparent, 
these are all of the “upsets” through 
the first two rounds of the 2009 NCAA 
Basketball Tournament (though a 
nine defeating an eight hardly fits 
the definition of an upset). 
As round one wrapped up, I 
read a headline on ESPN.com that 
called out the tournament for hav¬ 
ing a lack of excitement and rather 
predictable results. I lopked at my 
bracket and, despite hanging by a 
thread, I laughed. Predictable? Who 
was this writer and why does he 
have a job at ESPN? It sounded more 
like an article from the sports sec¬ 
tion of The Onion. 
If you would have told me that 
we would have seen eight double¬ 
digit seeds upset top-six seeds, I 
would have laughed in your face and 
told you to sign up for my pool so I 
could steal your money. 





ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Sophomore starting pitcher Sarah 
Cullen’s strong performance in game one 
of the Bobcats’ doubleheader against 
Rhode Island College (RIC) was over¬ 
shadowed by the opponent’s late rally 
to win the game 3-2. Behind Cullen, the 
Bobcats were able to stay ahead until the 
fifth inning when RIC came from behind 
to take game one. 
Cullen and the Bobcats traveled to 
Providence, Rhode Island last Saturday to 
play a doubleheader and they returned 
home frustrated and empty-handed. De¬ 
spite the two losses, the Bobcats’ perfor¬ 
mances showed signs of promise for the 
looming NESCAC season opener. 
In game one, the Bobcats were faced 
with an early 1-0 deficit, but senior des¬ 
ignated hitter Stacia Saniuk’s RBI single 
in the third tied the game. Bates took the 
lead in the fourth compliments of senior 
right fielder Leah Citrin’s RBI single. 
Cullen took the mound for the fifth 
inning but was relieved by first-year Kris¬ 
ten Finn. Faced with an inherited runner, 
Finn gave up an RBI single to RIC right 
fielder Michelle Perrin to tie the game. 
RIC took the lead for good in the 
bottom of the sixth inning as shortstop 
Donielle Mattoon laced a triple to cen¬ 
ter field and scored on a fielder’s choice 
by second baseman Amanda Perry. Finn 
took the loss as the Bobcats could not 
rally in the seventh and final inning. 
RIC pulled away from Bates early in 
game two and never looked back. Senior 
starter Christina Knobel was hit hard in 
2.2 innings of work, and Finn had to 
work on extremely short rest in 1.1 in¬ 
nings of relief. Combined, the two pitch¬ 
ers gave up 7 hits, 8 walks and 10 runs 
(9 earned) in four innings of work. 
The offense could not find their 
groove on Saturday as they compiled just 
3 hits in game two. Despite the offen¬ 
sive funk, the Bobcats were able to get in 
two games against a very good RIC team. 
Their opponent ran their 2009 record to 
10-2 and 4-0 at home while the Bobcats 
fell to 2-6 on the season. 
While every game counts for the 
overall record, Bates has honed their 
attention on the forthcoming NESCAC 
schedule. Their performance in the NES¬ 
CAC will determine how long their sea¬ 
son will go. 
Bates travels to Tufts on Friday as 
they play three games against the Jum¬ 
bos before returning to Lewiston to 
take on Brandeis University for a Sun¬ 
day doubleheader. 
s' * 
